
 

 

 

Sunday, July 5, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Moses Called to Lead God’s People 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty, the One who promises new life to us all. 

Amen. 

 

And a happy 4th of July to you all on this "Day After" Independence-Day. I must admit, 

it’s a bit weird celebrating our INDEPENDENCE when we don’t feel so independent 

these days! We’re still living in a very controlled environment, we can’t do what we 

want to do, we can’t go where we want to go, we can’t be with who we want to be 

with. This celebration of our freedom doesn’t actually feel so free at all.  

So, think about what that means for just a minute, and just feel what that feels like for 

just a minute, and now you have a better understanding of what our story today from 

EXODUS is all about. 

 

The story of the EXODUS is the most important story in the Old Testament. Just like 

EASTER is the most important story in the New Testament, EXODUS is the most 

important story in the Old Testament, when God acted to bring new life to all of God’s 

people in a way that had never been done before.  

 

You see, God’s people were living as slaves in a foreign land, and so God decided to 

act. But God wasn’t going to just act alone, God called Moses to lead God’s people out 



of slavery in a foreign land and into freedom in a new land. Moses went to the King, 

called the Pharaoh, and tried to convince him to “let my people go.” Over and over and 

over again, Moses kept coming to Pharaoh, and over and over and over again Pharaoh 

kept saying No. Until finally, finally, Pharaoh agreed to let God’s people go. But then, 

Pharaoh changed his mind and started chasing after them, chasing them all the way to 

the shore of the Red Sea, where they were stuck. They couldn’t go backward. They 

couldn’t go forward, until God divided the waters in two and the people walked right 

through and on to safety.  

 

But here’s the best part of the whole story: it almost didn’t happen, at least not like 

this. Back in the beginning of the story, Moses was just minding his own business out in 

the fields, working as a shepherd, watching over his sheep. And God calls out to Moses 

from a burning bush, “Moses, Moses.” And Moses says, “Here I am.” Great! Here I am! 

But then God says, “Go to my captive people and lead them to a new life.” And that’s 

when Moses wishes he would have not said “Here I am” but instead said, “Sorry, God, 

there’s nobody home.” He didn’t say that, of course, but he did say this: "Who am I? 

Who am I that I should go? Who am I that you should ask me? Who am I to do this 

thing? I’m just a guy out in the field with my sheep. I don’t know how to do this hard 

thing. I don’t even want to do this hard thing. I wouldn’t even know where to start.” 

And God simply says, “I know where to start. Start here. Start now. I will be with you.” 

Many years ago, God appeared to Moses in a burning bush, calling him to do this hard 

thing. Guess what? That burning bush is still burning. That burning bush is still burning 

and it’s calling out your name to do that hard thing that God is calling you to do. But 

here’s the thing. While God is calling YOU, you don’t have to do this hard work alone. 

Nowhere in the Bible does God ever call God’s people to work alone. In John 3:16, we 

read, “For God so loved the WORLD”, and Jesus begins his ministry by calling people to 



walk together, to work together, to move ahead together into the new life that's 

waiting just up ahead. Just like in this story, in Exodus 3:16, God says to Moses, “Go 

and gather the leaders of the people and tell them to walk together, to work together, 

to move ahead together into the new life that's waiting just up ahead.” And so now, 

the flames of that burning bush that first called Moses... the flames of the Holy Spirit 

that ignited those first disciples of Jesus... those same flames of freedom are calling us 

in these hard days to walk together, to work together, to care for each other together, 

in the midst of everything that’s going on.  

 

In the middle of the coronavirus, we do what we need to do to care for each other. In 

the middle of economic uncertainty, we do what we need to do to care for each other. 

In the middle of civil unrest, we do what we need to do to care for each other.  

Today we celebrate not only our independence, but our  INTERDEPENDENCE, and how 

God calls us all to walk together, work together, and live together as we float down 

God’s River of Life that does indeed bring new life to all.  

Amen. 

 


