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www.trin.org
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A Faithful Presence
I’m grateful that I was able to spend 
the day with my mom, Ann, when 
she celebrated her 90th birthday last 
month. She was born in 1929 on a farm 
just outside of Monmouth, Illinois, the 
youngest of three girls in the Nelson family. 
She’s pictured here with Levi, one of her 
seven great-grandchildren. She’s never 
been one to make much of a commotion 
about her presence in the community, but 
the fact is that she has touched countless 

lives simply by being quietly present in her family, in her neighborhood, 
and in her church. 

When I think about what God is up to in the world, it’s overwhelming to 
think about “the world” as a huge community of over 7 billion people. 
I think it’s more helpful to think about what God is up to in my own 
community and in my own neighborhood. Of course, I realize that the 
world is bigger than those right around me, but the best way I can make 
a difference in the world is to be the best person I can be with those I live 
and work with directly on a daily basis. As the saying goes, “Think Global. 
Act Local.”

Mother Teresa once said, “Never worry about numbers. Help one person 
at a time and always start with the person nearest you.” I think that’s 
what my mother has done for 90 years, and it’s hopefully what her great-
grandchildren will do for the next 90 years. And I think that sums up what 
we’re trying to do here at Trinity. Who knows how many lives are being 
changed by our quiet, faithful presence?

Faithful Living. Changing Lives.
~ God’s Peace, Pastor Engholm

the pastor
from
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First Sunday Series
Sunday, October 6  |  9:30 am

Each Sunday in worship we hear a reading 
from Scripture. But have you ever felt like 
hearing this reading just one time is not 
enough? Then, the “First Sunday Series” is 
for you! On the first Sunday of each month 
we’ll gather in between services to take a 
deeper look at the reading from worship 
and explore how it’s real and relevant for 
our lives today. Join Pastor Engholm on the 
first Sunday of each month at 9:30 am in the 
Conference Room for deeper look into the 
Word of God. 

Trinity Book Club  
Monday, November 4  |  6:30 pm
Trinity Conference Room

Join the discussion on A Good Time for the Truth: Race in Minnesota 
by Sun Yung Shin. In this provocative book, sixteen of Minnesota’s 
best writers provide a range of perspectives on what it is like to 
live as a person of color in Minnesota. As its authors confront and 
consider the realities that lie beneath the numbers, this book 
provides an important tool to those who want to be part of closing 
those gaps. This book club selection is in partnership with the 
Racial Justice Committee at Trinity Lutheran Church.

Pastor’s Study

When we build walls of hostility and 
live behind them—blaming others 
for the problem and looking to them 
for solutions—we ignore the role we 
ourselves play in the problem and also 
in the solution. When we confront 
racism and move toward fairness and 
justice in society, all of us benefit.

This quote from the ELCA Social 
Statement on Race, Ethnicity, and 
Culture forms the foundation 
of Trinity’s new Racial Justice 
Committee. There is no doubt that 
our country has made great strides 
in building bridges among different 
ethnic groups, but you only need to 
read the latest news reports to realize 
that we still have a long way to go. 

Fortunately, Trinity has a new group 
that has formed to address some 
of these issues. The Trinity Racial 
Justice Committee started meeting 
last winter with only one item on the 
agenda: Start talking about these 
complex issues in an open, honest, 
caring, faithful way. 

And now, after having these 
conversations for the past six months, 
those of us on the committee have 
already come to the realization 
that we, ourselves, carry our own 
biases and prejudices in ways we 
weren’t even aware of. But that’s 
the point: to raise awareness, admit 
our shortcomings, and move ahead 
boldly.

The ELCA Social Statement includes 
this statement: Vision breaks through 
brokenness. We are one in Christ. As 
the body of Christ, we are free to live 
out our connectedness with each other. 
Although racism affects each one of us 
differently, we must take responsibility 
for our participation, acknowledge our 
complicity, repent of our sin, and pray 
God will bring us to reconciliation. 

That is the prayer of the Racial Justice 
Committee: that we might take 
responsibility for our actions, praying 
that God will lead us forward in 
justice, truth, and light. 

Questions? Please contact Pastor 
Engholm for more information.

Trinity’s Racial Justice Committee:

Check-Out the Book at Trinity. We have 10 copies of A Good 
Time for the Truth for readers to check out. Please inquire in 
the church office for availability. You may also download the 
discussion questions in advance if you would like to reference 
them while reading the book at www.trin.org/book-club.
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OWLS (Older, Wiser Lutherans)
Thursday, October 17  |  10:00 am

Join the OWLS for a “B & B” gathering, where “B & B” stands 
for “Breakfast and Butterflies”! Bring a dish to share for a 
breakfast potluck and together we’ll view an exquisite 
butterfly collection from Corky Ibeling. The Trinity OWLS meet 
on the third Thursday of the month for a variety of activities 
and events to relax, socialize and enjoy Christian fellowship 
with one another. 

A Monthly Update from 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator, Sarah Tronnes

We have had a great first couple weeks at Sunday 
School! First, I would like to thank you all for 
your support and prayers. They are very much 
appreciated!

Our Sunday School classes are collecting offerings 
for God’s Global Barnyard, which provides families 
living in poverty with food or other goods 
throughout the world. So far we have raised 
enough money to purchase a pig and some 
chicks for a family! Our next goal will be a goat! 
Thank you to all of the students and families for 
your support toward this cause.

Upcoming Children’s Ministry Dates:
•   October 6  3rd Graders will receive Bibles at the 

10:30 service
•  October 20  No Sunday School (MEA Weekend)
•  October 25  Trunk or Treat!

If you have any questions about Trinity’s Children’s 
Ministry, please email Sarah at stronnes@trin.org.

Friday, October 25  |  6:00 - 7:30 pm

Trinity Lutheran Church invites all families, friends and neighbors to join  
us for Trunk-or-Treat! Trunk-or-Treat is an exciting family-friendly event 
where cars park in the church parking lot with trunks open, waiting for 
costumed kids to stop by and “trunk”-or-treat. There will be hot dogs and 
apples to eat, games to play, and treats to get! Invite your friends for a 
night of fun!

While there is no cost for this event, we still ask that you register  
so we can plan accordingly. To register, email Mary Gallus at 
maryrgallus@live.com by Tuesday, October 22! 

The Church Basement 
Ladies Outing
Sunday, November 10
2:00 pm

You’re invited to join a group 
of Trinity folks on an outing 
to see the Church Basement 
Ladies production of Hark the 
Basement Ladies Sing at the 
Ames Center in Burnsville. 

Tickets are $36 and may be reserved by contacting Eileen 
Nelson at nelsej@gmail.com or 952-955-1491. Tickets must 
be reserved by October 20!
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

FINANCIAL REPORT

Below you will find a summary of the 
August finances. About $38,593 is needed 
each month to meet the approved budget 
of $463,110.

General Fund summary for  
August 2019

Beginning balance 8/1/2019: 
    -$ 17,945.81
General Fund income:  $  27,166.05
General Fund expenses: $  32,805.97
Net balance (August): -$    5,639.92

General Fund balance as of 8/30/2019: 
   -$  23,585.73

Year-to date general fund EXPENSES 
exceed INCOME by $36,628.59.

Building Fund expenses:
Loan interest payment: $    1,504.17
Loan principal payment: $    3,434.83

Mortgage loan balance:   
  $ 477,889.33

Cash Summary
Bremer: $ 12,503.68  
(includes $2,339.40 for Aug. federal withholding)

Citizen’s Building Fund: $ 105,563.91

M/S/C  Jason Koets, Vic Thonn, carried

OLD BUSINESS

•  Building Maintenance One quote for 
repair to steps. Waiting on bell tower 
roof repair quote. Hubie to update 
congregation on building maintenance 
and the capital campaign during 
worship.

NEW BUSINESS

•  Nominating Committee needs to 
gather starting next month.

•  Stewardship Goal  Discussions begin 
on Stewardship Drive goals for 2020.  

•  2020 Synod Assembly will take place 
on April 24 and 25, 2020 at Central 
Lutheran, Minneapolis and Lord of Life 
Lutheran, Ramsey, MN.

September 17, 2019

NEWSCongregational

New Members

Kelly Marquette
Gavin, Sophia, Lydia

Received September 22, 2019

Funeral

VerDella Fautsch
May 18, 1930 ~ September 2, 2019

Memorial Service 
on September 9, 2019

MEMORIALS
Special Gifts in Memory of:

Eldon Pawelk

Capital Appeal ~ $10

There are not enough words 
to describe how precious 
pastors are. God has given us 
pastors to see to it that we 
are taken care of spiritually 
and He has blessed Trinity 
with Pastor Jeff Engholm. We 
want to express our sincere 
appreciation for all that he 
does for our congregation. 

Please take a moment this 
month to reflect on Trinity’s 
blessings and to say thank 
you to Pastor Jeff for his 
part in them.

Looking Ahead to the 
Thanksgiving Food Drive
 Once again this year, Trinity is 
collecting up to 50 small cans of 
yams/sweet potatoes and up to 
50 cans of creamed corn for the 
Watertown Friends For Life Food 
Shelf Thanksgiving Dinner Baskets. 
Look for the shopping cart drop 
off in the narthex later this month. 
Thank you for your generosity 
during the Thanksgiving season.
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The monthly column from Trinity’s Parish Health Ministry Team

PARISH
HealthMattersConfirmation

Destini Mae-Joyce Bergstrom 

Nora Marjorie Delaney 

Courtnie Grace Forcier 

Rece Jay Michael Illies 

Kylie Ann Jerde 

Justin Gerald Kind 

Leah Michelle Kohls 

Brett Alexander Leaf 

Luke Joseph Maas 

John Justin Mueller 

Abigail Joy Otto 

Benjamin Jacob Ragner 

Tucker Robert Ritter 

Jacob Vincent Rowan 

Albert Rundell 

Erin Gail Singsank 

Kameron Charles Tufte 

Hailey Kristine Volkart 

Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, October 13

Celebrate with the following ninth graders 
as they affirm their baptisms at their Rite of 
Confirmation Service. Join the Confirmands 
and their families for a cake reception 
between services in the Fellowship Hall.

An Apple A Day...
Fall is a great time to check out your local apple orchard!
You’ve probably heard the age-old saying, “An apple a 
day keeps the doctor away.” Although eating apples isn’t a 
cure-all, it can do wonders for your health. Apples are low 
in sodium,  fat, and cholesterol. They don’t offer protein, 
but apples are a good source of vitamin C and fiber. 

Apples can do a lot for you, thanks to plant chemicals 
called flavonoids. And they have pectin, a fiber that 
breaks down in your gut. If you take off the apple’s skin 
before eating it, you won’t get as much of the fiber or 
flavonoids.

The fiber can slow digestion so you feel fuller after eating. 
This can keep you from overeating. Eating fiber-rich foods 
helps control symptoms and lessens the effects of acid 
reflux. An apple’s fiber can also help with diarrhea and 
constipation.

Some studies show that plant chemicals and the fiber 
in an apple peel protect against blood vessel and heart 
damage. They also can help lower your cholesterol, and 
they might protect your cells’ DNA from something called 
oxidative damage, which is one of the things that can 
lead to cancer. Research shows the antioxidants in apples 
can slow the growth of cancer cells. And they can protect 
the cells in your pancreas, which can lower your chances 
of type 2 diabetes.

Scientists also give apples credit for helping:
• Your lung strength
• Weight loss 
•  Your brain (easing symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease 

and age-related memory loss)
• Your immune system
• Your gut health

So the next time you bite into a crunchy, juicy apple, think 
of all of the added health benefits of eating America’s 
favorite fruit!

Source: WebMD

Since the Trinity Lutheran trip to Holden Village in 
Washington State last year, there has been some 
interest in returning to Holden for a “Work Week”. 
Work Weeks are volunteer opportunities for a variety 
of levels and skill sets in many areas including 
landscaping, gardening, carpentry, painting, sewing, 
and general sprucing up before the winter season. If 
you have questions, or are interested in one of these 
Holden Village Work Weeks please contact Kevin 
Holmes at kevinaholmes@att.net or visit the Holden 
Village website at www.holdenvillage.org.

Holden Work Week 
September/October 2020
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Personal visits, phone calls, letters. . . 
Reach out to our care facility residents 
and those who are homebound. If you 
would like more information about our 
Outreach Visitation Ministry, please 
contact the church office.

THESE MEMBERS

HOME RESIDENTS
Gwen Dalchow
Ardelle Harpestad

FACILITY CARE RESIDENTS

Lucille Munkelwitz
Bernice Olson
Glen Sandquist
Westwood Place | 209 Jefferson Ave. SW 
Watertown, MN 55388

Rosella (Sally) Olson
Stella Halvorson
New Perspective of Waconia  
500 S. Cherry St. Waconia, MN 55387

Betsy Swanson
Presbyterian Homes | 4559 Shoreline Dr.
Spring Park, MN 55384

Gladys Cornell  
Haven Homes of Maple Plain 
1520 Wyman Ave, Maple Plain, MN 55359

Adelle Peterson
The Legacy of Delano | 1350 St. Peter Ave. E
Delano, MN 55328

Lois Nussbaum
The Lutheran Home | 611 West Main St.
Belle Plaine, MN  56011

remember I am Hubie Widmer, President of our Church Council, speaking on 
behalf of the Property Committee and the Church Council regarding 
the Capital Campaign which was completed last June. Our goal was 
to receive pledges amounting to $620,000, which would pay off 
our $520,000 mortgage, along with an additional $100,000 to make 
much needed repairs to our steeple roof, the front steps and lighting 
in the sanctuary. We fell short of that goal, with contributions 
coming in just a little over $382,000. But the good news is that 
the $382,000 you pledged will go a long way toward allowing us 
to continue paying down the mortgage and making some much-
needed improvements to our Trinity home.

The Church Council wants to make sure that each and every 
member of the congregation is aware of the following information 
that was provided at the meetings that were held during the 
Campaign. With the $382,000 raised, we will use some of the money 
to pay down the mortgage each month and use some of the money 
to fix three major issues. 

The first issue is the leaky roof under the steeple bell. If the roof 
is not repaired, it is going to cause major damage to the balcony 
staircase. The second issue is the front steps at the main entrance 
of the church. The steps are pulling away from the building and the 
supports under them are rusting away. The third issue is the lighting 
in the sanctuary. The lights will be updated to LED lighting that will 
brighten up the area and be more economical to operate.

I think we can all agree that we wouldn’t put off making critical 
home repairs until we paid off our mortgage, and that we shouldn’t 
put off making critical repairs at our church home until we’ve paid 
off our mortgage either. We feel certain that we can take some of 
our Campaign funds to pay down our mortgage and work on these 
projects at the same time. Our plan is to take it one project at a time. 
When we have enough funds, we will finish that project and start 
saving for the next. We will do this by paying only the required loan 
payment each month and putting the rest of the money into the 
project.

We hope you will support us in this endeavor. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please feel free to talk to me, or any other 
Council member.

Capital Campaign Update 
from Hubie Widmer, Trinity Council President

Trinity’s Social Ministry Team 
will host a new service project 
opportunity this fall. 

Watch for more details about how Trinity will help support LifeHaven 
Transitional Living Services for Teen Moms, a program of Lutheran 
Social Service of Minnesota. More information coming soon.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
9:30 am  Staff Meeting
6:45 pm  Handbells

Happy Birthday

Lydia Fails
Audrey Neaton

2
6:00 pm  Chapel Choir
6:30 pm  Kitchen Rsvd.
6:30 pm  6-8th Confirm
6:30 pm  HS Youth Grp.
7:30 pm  Worship Choir
7:45 pm  Racial Justice 
8:30 pm  Praise Band I

3
7:15 pm  Bluegrass

Happy Birthday

Chrissy Johnson
Amanda Kohls

Julia Salzsiedler

4

Happy Birthday

David Olson
Addison Paschke

Jeff Tronnes

5

Happy Birthday

Emily Hecksel
Coty Lynch
Hal Pysick

6  
8:15 am  Worship (C)
9:15 am  Fellowship
9:30 am  Sunday School
9:301 am  First Sunday
10:30 am  Worship (C)

Happy Birthday

Kristine Erickson
Alden Sandquist
Cathy Vanderbilt

7
8:30 am  Quilting
9:30 am  Staff Meeting
6:30 pm  Book Club
8:00 am  Praise Band II
8:00 pm  AA Meeting

Happy Birthday

Gladys Cornell
Tracie Hill

Matt Williams

8
6:45 pm  Handbells

Happy Birthday

Ryan Hallermann
Ethan McCleary

9
6:00 pm  Chapel Choir
6:30 pm  6-8th Confirm
6:30 pm  HS Youth Grp.
7:30 pm  Worship Choir
8:30 pm  Praise Band I

Happy Birthday

Gary Harding
Ed Rundell

10
5:30 pm  Ladies Night
6:30 pm  Finance Mtg.
7:15 pm  Bluegrass

Happy Birthday

Patrick Essen
Ronna Ritter
Allison Skeie

11

Happy Birthday

Morgan Tatge

12

13 CONFIRMATION
   SUNDAY

8:15 am  Worship
9:15 am  Fellowship
9:30 am  Sunday School
10:30 am  Worship

Happy Birthday

Hannah Bjurstrom
Steven Markgraf

14
8:00 am  Apostles
8:30 am  Quilting
9:30 am  Staff Meeting
8:00 am  Praise Band II
8:00 pm  AA Meeting 

Happy Birthday

Anna Barfknecht
Josh Guetzkow

15 
6:30 pm  Church Council
6:45 pm  Handbells

Happy Birthday

Rachel Vargo

16
No Wednesday 

Evening Activities

Happy Birthday

Glen Sandquist

17
10:00 am  OWLS
7:15 pm  Bluegrass

Happy Birthday

Isabela Christensen
Jason Emmons
Mary Paschke

18  

Happy Birthday

Rob Lohmann
Valerie McCain

19

Happy Birthday

Austin Barfknecht
Elaine Beckstrom
Stacy Guetzkow

20 
8:15 am  Worship (C)
9:15 am  Fellowship
10:30 am  Worship (C)

Happy Birthday

Emmett Danielson
Sawyer Ritter

21  
8:30 am  Quilting
9:30 am  Staff Meeting
8:00 am  Praise Band II
8:00 pm  AA Meeting 

Happy Birthday

Zackary Eliason

22
5:30 pm  Crafting Group
6:45 pm  Handbells

Happy Birthday

Sarah Barfknecht
Glen Jorgensen

Nick Neaton
Joy Rundell

23
6:00 pm  Chapel Choir
6:30 pm  6-8th Confirm
6:30 pm  HS Youth Grp.
7:30 pm  Worship Choir
8:30 pm  Praise Band I

Happy Birthday

Jill Matson
Nancy Stello

24
9:00 am  Housekeepers
10:00 am  Westwood
7:15 pm  Bluegrass

Happy Birthday

Vivian Stenson

25
TRUNK OR TREAT
6:00 - 7:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Paul Christensen
Roland Kuehne
Jordyn Prigge

26

Happy Birthday

Daniel Gjertson
Matt Scanlon
Leif Schmidt

27 REFORMATION
   SUNDAY

8:15 am  Worship
9:15 am  Fellowship
9:30 am  Sunday School
10:30 am  Worship

Happy Birthday

Dru Illies
Dale Loehrs

Marilyn Weiland

28 
8:00 am  Apostles
8:30 am  Quilting
9:30 am  Staff Meeting
8:00 am  Praise Band II
8:00 pm  AA Meeting

Happy Birthday

Allison Neaton
Mary Sloan

29
6:45 pm  Handbells

30
6:00 pm  Chapel Choir
6:30 pm  6-8th Confirm
6:30 pm  HS Youth Grp.
7:30 pm  Worship Choir
8:30 pm  Praise Band I

Happy Birthday

Scott Phearman
Stephanie Semeja

31
7:15 pm  Bluegrass

Happy Birthday

Matthew Gallus
Aaron Vraspir

October 2019
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Facebook/Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) Watertown MN

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL  
UPDATES FROM TRINITY  
Stay up to date with what’s going 
on at Trinity Lutheran Church.  
Sign up for email updates to 
receive a monthly eNewsletter 
and other church-wide 
announcements. Subscribe to 
Email Updates on our website 
www.trin.org.
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Trinity Lutheran at the Minnesota Twins Game!

3 Year Old Devotionals


