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A Different Thanksgiving
The month of November is the month of 
Thanksgiving. In some ways, giving thanks is 
trickier this year than in past years, since so many 
of the things that we’re typically thankful for seem 
hidden from view. Sure, I’m thankful for family, but 
I sure don’t get to see them as much as I’d like to. 
Sure, I’m thankful for friends, but we hardly ever 
get together any more. Let’s face it, in the midst 
of all the grieving due to the disruption from the 
covid, sometimes it’s just hard to be thankful!

And yet, we often find gratitude buried in the grief of our lives. Take a look at our 
intern Jacob’s article in this issue. He speaks of the grief of losing old traditions, 
but also the joy in learning new ones. And in Joyce’s article, she talks about her 
gratitude for this congregation in the grief of losing a loved one many years ago. 
When I think of the presence of Jacob and Joyce in our midst, along with the rest 
of our staff – Robyn, Mary, Gail, and now Hannah – I have nothing but gratitude 
for the privilege of working with them all. And then I think about all the rest 
of the members of this congregation – council, quilters, choirs, committee 
members, Huddle Guides, God Squad leaders, and all the rest – and all I can 
think about is how grateful I am to be serving along side them all! And the list 
goes on when I think of all the rest of the people that I’m grateful for – my wife, 
my children, my grandchildren, my parents... all the rest of my family... all of my 
friends... Beverly the dog... Casper the Friendly Bass...

It’s true that I can’t be with all these people as much as I’d like, but I’m grateful for 
them nonetheless. While I miss being with them, I’m learning new ways to connect 
with them through phone calls, email, and handwritten letters (remember 
those?) And when I put it all together, I’m simply grateful for the gifts of all these 
people in my life, and I give thanks to God for their presence in my life.

~ Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm

P.S. ~ Thanks much for the gifts, cards, and words of gratitude shared with 
me in honor of “Pastor’s Appreciation” month in October. There should be a 
“Congregation Appreciation” month as well, because I am so thankful for  
all of you!

the pastor
from
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Greetings Trinity Family,

It’s hard to believe that November 
will be the start of my sixth month 
here at Trinity – time certainly goes fast. 
A lot has happened in that time, too. I have completed 
one semester of Seminary and I am nearing the end of 
the second semester. I got married back in September, 
my birthday flew by in October, and now we are fast 
approaching Thanksgiving. We have started our fall 
programming here at Trinity and before we blink, 
Christmas will be here, too. 

This year will bring about new traditions and while 
there can be grief associated with that, I think we 
should look for the joy as well. It’s a chance to carve out 
some new traditions, to try new things, and experience 
things in a brand new light. Maybe you have always 
wanted to have pizza on Thanksgiving or a waffle bar 
for Christmas – this might be the year! I am excited 
to try making lefse for the first time, I have certainly 
enjoyed eating it over the years, and to decorate a 
Christmas Tree with my wife for the first time as her 
husband. I am excited to shovel snow again, after living 
in an apartment for a handful of years, and to go snow 
shoeing for the first time. I will miss the big family 
gatherings, seeing the smiles of friends and relatives, 
and all of the wonderful food creations of my family, 
but it is alright to feel sad about what or who we might 
be missing. It is alright to acknowledge that grief. 

We can look to Romans 12:12 for comfort during this 
unusual season of life, “Rejoice in hope, be patient 
in suffering, persevere in prayer”.  Together as a 
community, we can navigate this holiday season and 
be glad in knowing that God has never left us. I would 
love to hear from you, too. Share with me your favorite 
traditions, foods, or decorations or tell me about what 
you might be missing, what you might do differently 
this year, or any new traditions you might start. Email 
me at julland@trin.org or share when you stop by 
the church. Best wishes to you and your families this 
Holiday Season! 
                                                            Blessings, Jacob Ulland

Holiday Food Baskets
This year the Watertown 
Friends For Life Food Shelf 
will be distributing holiday 
food baskets differently to 

help maintain social-distancing for their clients. Each 
household who comes for service during November 
and December will also be able to shop a holiday 
food display. This means there is no hard deadline 
to donate items, as the food shelf can receive the 
donations anytime during these months and will 
offer them as available. Both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas donations are welcome.

Items Needed (New this Year: Baking Items!):
•   Small size flour and sugar/brown sugar  

(Dollar Tree has ideal sized packages)
•  Baking vanilla, baking powder/soda, spices
•  Canned yams and pumpkin
•   $10 gas cards from Speedway or Watertown  

Fuel & Food
•   Dollar Tree basic kitchen utensils, dish sponges/

towels, etc. 
•   Monetary gifts used to purchase meat vouchers/

meat, fresh potatoes, and pies from Marketplace.

Donations can be dropped off at Trinity’s Donation 
Station during church office hours. Thank you for 
your generosity during this holiday season.

Jacob’s
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Each month, Trinity kids have several opportunities to 
connect with their God Squad, including virtual online 
hangouts, take home activities, music and socially 
distanced in-person fellowship events. Check out some of 
the fun we’ve had as well as our November opportunities.

It was the Fall of 2011. David Weeks was our pastor and 
he was going to be gone on All Saints Sunday. So we 
planned that we would bring in a guest pastor and that 
I would lead the All Saints litany. That Sunday morning, 
as I was getting ready to come to church, I received a call 
that my dad had died. I put on my best face and went to 
the church. I greeted the guest pastor and warmed up 
the choir. I did not tell anyone that Dad had died that 
morning because I knew if I said the words I would fall 
apart and I wanted to stay strong for the congregation 
who was gathered to worship and celebrate our saints.

Here’s what you need to know about Dad. He had been in 
a nursing home for a few years with Alzheimer’s disease. 
He didn’t really know where he was or even who his 
family was anymore, but he always said, “I think it’s time 
to go home.” Even before going to the care facility and 

when he was in his home, he always said he wanted to 
go home. Where was home? None of us really knew. Was 
it the house in town he moved to in retirement? Was it 
the Minnesota farm where he raised his family? Was it his 
North Dakota house he grew up in?

I remember the congregation singing  “Shall We Gather 
at the River” that Sunday and I remember that naming off 
the saints from our congregation that had died that past 
year was hard to do, though I got through it. Then it was 
time for the choir anthem. They sang “Goin’ Home” from 
Antonin Dvorak’s New World Symphony. The choir sang 
so beautifully and expressed the lyrics so wonderfully, 
“Goin’ home, goin’ home, I’m a goin’ home.”  As I stood 
directing and listening, I realized that Dad finally got to 
go home. I couldn’t contain my emotions any longer. 
Tears rolled down my checks and my lips quivered. 
When the song was finished and the choir was seated, I 
sat down by one of the choir members and blurted out, 
“My dad died.”  I don’t remember the rest of that worship 
service, but as I sat there I remember feeling draped in 
the love of everyone in the church. Thank you for that, 
and keep taking care of each other.

I would like to share a link to that musical piece. Maybe it 
will bring you a memory of your loved one, too.
https://youtu.be/6kKKPumFidQ

You can sign your child up for a God Squad at trin.org/children

a Note from 
Joyce Harding 
Minister of Music
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HIGHLIGHTS

FINANCIAL REPORT

General Fund summary for September 2020

Beginning balance 9/1/2020 $ 35,942.39
General Fund income: $   25,135.97
General Fund expenses: $   32,399.35
Net balance (September): - $     7,263.38

General Fund balance as of 9/30/2020:  
  $  28,679.01

Year-to date general fund INCOME exceeds 
EXPENSES by $43,234.00
This amount includes having used $40,800 from the  
PPP loan for May and June payroll. 

Building Fund expenses:
Loan interest payment: $  1,360.26
Loan principal payment: $      976.74 
(due to mortgage interest rate being reset over 
remaining 23 years.)

Mortgage loan balance:   $ 428,578.71

Cash Summary
Bremer: $  72,112.44
(includes $2,651.66 for Sept. federal withholding and 
$9,758.93 in hail damage receipts)

Citizen’s Building Fund: $ 195,623.50

As the global pandemic continues to sweep through our 
country and community, we continue to make decisions 
at Trinity keeping the health and safety of all our members 
as the top priority. Last spring when the pandemic was 
just beginning, your church leaders made a decision to 
plan church activities based primarily on the guidelines 
coming from the Center for Disease Control, the Minnesota 
Department of Health, and the leadership of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. Of course, these decisions 
would also be made with input from the congregation. 
(Thank you for completing the recent survey!) 

With that in mind, we continue to take “baby steps” with 
regard to allowing onsite gatherings take place at Trinity. At 
this point, our plan is to allow small groups to meet inside 
our building, provided that they wear facemasks, follow 
social distancing guidelines, and sanitize their meeting area 
both before and after they meet. We are currently allowing 
groups of 30 or less to meet in the Fellowship Hall, and 
groups of 15 or less to meet in Nylunda Chapel. We also 
plan to continue outdoor activities through the winter, like 
our recent Parking Lot Communion and Coffee Hour. (We’re 
Minnesotans – we love the cold and snow!)

Trinity is blessed to have three groups of dedicated 
leaders working together to make these decisions.  
Our Church Council discusses our strategy at every 
council meeting, and we also have a “Covid-19 
Response Team” to offer recommendations, based on 
the latest information regarding the coronavirus. These 
two teams, working closely with the entire staff, are 
trying hard to remain faithful to our mission while also 
keeping the health and safety of all as our top priority. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of these leaders 
as we follow God’s vision toward a bright and faithful 
future! If you see them around, please thank them for 
their work!
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The full council meeting minutes were not available at 
time of print. Please inquire with the church office to view 
the October meeting minutes if desired.

Church Council: Jodi Boylan, Jason Emmons, 
Jason Koets, Carol Murray, Kari Olson, Nancy 
Pickering, Ken Tufte, Heidi Volkart

Covid-19 Response Team: Robyn Behrens, 
Alyson Blakstad, Allison Neaton, Eileen Nelson, 
Kari Olson, Scott Phearman, Jim Sandquist

Staff: Pastor Engholm, Robyn Behrens,  
Gail Cassidy, Joyce Harding, Mary Jech,  
Hannah Rosholt, Jacob Ulland

LEADERSHIP



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1   
ALL SAINTS DAY
Worship 
9:00 am (Online)

Happy Birthday

Lydia Marquette
Pam Olson

Gail Singsank
Gail Sommerfeld

2
Trinity Book Club
6:30 pm (Off-site)
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

James Hendricks

3

Happy Birthday

Courtnie Forcier
Curtis Nelson

4
Confirmation
6:15 pm - Grade 6
6:30 pm - Gr. 7th-8th 
Worship 7pm (Online)
AA Meeting
7:30 pm (Onsite)

5

Happy Birthday

Cody Brabec

6 7

Happy Birthday

Chloe Matson
Jacob Matson

8        
Worship
9:00 am (Online)
God Squad  
In-Person Event
10:00 am (Onsite)

9 
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Allyson Thomson

10

Happy Birthday

Margaret Mueller

11
Confirmation
6:15 pm - Grade 6
6:30 pm - Gr. 7th-8th 
Worship 7pm (Online)
AA Meeting
7:30 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

William McCain

12

Happy Birthday

Deborah Anderson

13

Happy Birthday

Joy Bolea
Robin Durkin

Jean Whittaker

14

Happy Birthday

Bruce Wingert

15 
Worship
9:00 am (Online)

Happy Birthday

Kari Brueggemeier
Shirley Hirsch

16  
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Lori Sieling

17  
Church Council Mtg
6:30 pm (via Zoom)

Happy Birthday

Milo Rosholt
Kasen Schmidt

18
Confirmation
6:15 pm - Grade 6
6:30 pm - Gr. 7th-8th 
Worship 7pm (Online)
AA Meeting
7:30 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Robyn Behrens
Rodney Domjahn

19 20 

Happy Birthday

Reese Otto

21

Happy Birthday

Cate Drahos
Caleb Fails
Casey Fails
Todd Leaf

22 
Worship
9:00 am (Online)
God Squad Virtual 
Hangout
10:00 am (Online)

Happy Birthday

Susan Jerde

23
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

24 25
No Confirmation
Worship 7pm (Online)
AA Meeting
7:30 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Mike Empting
Jackson Hastings
Maxwell Hastings

26
THANKSGIVING
Church Office Closed

Happy Birthday

Jeff Larson
Sophia Marquette

Chad Semeja
Evan Singsank
Dana Vraspir

27
Church Office Closed

Happy Birthday

Penny Koets

28

Happy Birthday

Nikki Hunkins
Avery Olson

29  
FIRST SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT
Worship
9:00 am (Online)

Happy Birthday

Adrian Eliason
Emily Roy

30
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Josh Oak

November 2020WATERTOWN, MINNESOTA  |  www.trin.org



513 MADISON ST SE | PO BOX 1177
WATERTOWN MN 55388 
www.trin.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

If you have a new address or if you would like to be  
removed from our mailing list, please contact the 
church office at 952-955-1891 or trinityoffice@trin.org.

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
WATERTOWN MN 

55388
PERMIT NO. 22

Facebook/Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) Watertown MN

@trinwatertown

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL  
UPDATES FROM TRINITY  
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www.newsletternewsletter.com

Thankfulness, studies show, has multiple physical, mental and 
emotional benefits. Psychologist Robert Emmons calls gratitude 
“fertilizer for the mind” because of its powerful effects.

He admits gratitude isn’t always easy — especially when life 
throws us curveballs (see the year 2020) — but says it can be 
most helpful during and after difficulties. Emmons suggests 
reframing challenges using thankfulness-based language. Ask, 
for example: Though I wasn’t grateful for the experience at the 
time, how can I be now? What lessons did I learn, and how did I 
grow as a person?

Throughout his letters, the apostle Paul reframes his extensive 
sufferings and urges us to do the same. “Give thanks in all 
circumstances,” he writes, “for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIV).


