
 

 

 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Healing of the Earth 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty, Creator and Healer of the world. Amen. 

 

Yes, God is both Creator and Healer of the world. And it seems like the world is in need 

of that healing now more than ever, doesn’t it? This coronavirus continues to spread 

through our state and our country and our world in a way that none of us has ever 

seen. So here we are, dealing with school closings and business closings and social 

distancing and a Shelter in Place order. I’d never even heard of a Shelter in Place order 

until a month ago — I didn’t even know that was a thing! And so in the midst of this 

unusual time, we look to God for healing, in extraordinary ways that we can’t even 

imagine. And we look to God for healing in ordinary ways — God at work through 

doctors, nurses, hospital and clinic staff, research scientists and lab technicians, all 

looking for ways to heal this disease. 

 

Today we just heard a story of another time when healing was needed. It’s the story of 

a man who has not been able to walk since the day he was born. And back in those 

days, since he couldn’t walk, he couldn’t make a living, he couldn’t have a job. And so 

he sat at the gate of the temple every day — I guess that was his job — and he asked 

for money from the people who passed by. He simply sat there and asked for money, 

not for healing. He had long given up on that.  



And so on this day, Peter and John walk by. It’s only been a short while since Jesus had 

died and then rose to new life, and it was still a mystery about what had happened. 

Peter and John, along with everybody else, were still trying to figure out what that first 

Good Friday and Easter morning meant. So now, on this day, when these two disciples 

see this man down on the ground, begging for money, something strikes them. Jesus is 

nowhere to be seen — his ministry is over. Or is it? Could Peter and John actually carry 

on with the ministry that Jesus began? 

 

When the man asked them for money, Peter and John looked at him. Intently. That’s 

what the story says. They looked at the man and told the man to look at them. Because 

he wasn’t looking at them. He was looking away. He was looking down. Because who 

was he to look them in the eye? He was a nobody. He was a nothing. Just a poor 

beggar, right? Wrong. This man was a child of God, made in the image of God. “Look at 

us!” Peter said. “Look up from the shadows. Look up from your shame. Open your eyes 

and see the world around you.” And as the man looked up, his life was changed. Yes, I 

know, this is a miraculous healing story. His legs were healed and the man began to 

walk. But if you think that THAT is the miracle of the story, think again. This story isn’t 

just about this man’s physical healing — this story is about this man having his eyes 

opened to the world around him. This story is about this man having his eyes opened 

to see himself in a whole new way. This story is about this man having his eyes opened 

to see the power and the presence of God in his life. 

 

Here's another story of healing. I just visited with a mom last week who told me, “Yah, 

this whole thing is quite upsetting. But you know, I have to say, I’m kind of grateful 

NOT to be running around all the time with my kids, getting them from one activity to 

the next. We never had time to sit down together. We never had time to talk. It’s kind 



of nice to have meals together and spend time together. I guess that’s kind of a good 

thing, right?” As if she was embarrassed to find something good and healing in the 

midst of this.  

 

I know that a lot of people are praying right now, praying that this situation passes 

through as quickly as possible. Which is fine, let’s keep those prayers going! But 

praying to God isn’t just about getting God’s attention. Prayer is about God getting our 

attention, having our eyes opened to the world around us, to our place in it. 

Where are you finding healing right now in your life? And how is God bringing that 

healing to you, even now? I know that there is a lot of pain and disappointment and 

frustration right now, but there is healing going on, too, in surprising and unexpected 

ways.  

 

This situation will come to an end eventually. But even now, God is at work in your life, 

bringing healing, hope, & peace. Open your eyes. See what God is doing.  

Amen. 

 


