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Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 13, 2020

9:00 am Service

Prelude O Come, O Come Emmanuel

O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appears.
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.

Welcome

Confession
Holy God, Maker of all,
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, Servant of the poor,
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life,
Have mercy on us.

Let us confess our faults and admit our frailty before God.
Gracious Lord God, we confess our brokenness, to the ways we wound our lives, 
the lives of others, and the life of the world. Move among us, O God, and give us life. 
Make our hearts clean, and give us peace. Lead us on with your light. 
Amen.

With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God forgives you all your sins. Jesus Christ, 
the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of the Holy Spirit, 
guides our feet into the way of peace. 
Amen.

Opening Hymn People Look East

1.   People, look east! The time is near of the crowning of the year,  
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.  
People, look east and sing today, Love, the guest, is on the way.

2.   Stars, keep the watch! When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim,  
Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.  
People, look east and sing today, Love, the star, is on the way.

3.   Angels, announce with shouts of mirth! Christ who brings new life to earth,  
Set every peak and valley humming, with the word, the Lord is coming.  
People, look east and sing today, Love, the Lord, is on the way.



Opening Prayer
Merciful God, show us your love and forgiveness. Clear a path for justice for those 
who have been oppressed. Be with us today as we center our minds and inhale your peace 
so that we can focus on you. 
Amen.

Litany
The Word of God tells us, live in harmony with one another.
Gather us in, O Lord
Be at peace with each other, and honor one another above yourselves.
Gather us in, O Lord
Be devoted to one another, and accept one another as Christ accepted you.
Gather us in, O Lord
Carry each other’s burdens and live the love of Christ.
Gather us in, O Lord
Encourage one another and build each other up.
Gather us in, O Lord
Jesus said, “A new command I give you: Love one another, as I have loved you. 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples.”
Gather us in, O Lord

Hymn of Praise  Gather Us In

Chorus:
Gather us in, gather us in
God only knows where we have been
Gather us in, gather us in

We have come for mercy, we have come for peace
We have come with heavy hearts 
Looking for release   (Chorus)

God is God of mercy, God is God of peace
God has felt our heavy hearts
God has set them free   (Chorus)

Children’s Moment Third Sunday of Advent

Lighting the Candle of Peace 
On this third Sunday of Advent, we light three candles as we wait for Jesus to 
come again at Christmas. And as we wait, we remember that Christ came in peace, 
just like it says in the Gospel of John:

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 

Let us pray.
Loving God, thank you for sending us your Son, Jesus, 
to share your peace with us. 
Help us to share your peace with others 
during the season of Advent and through the whole year.
Amen.



Song He Came Down

1.   He came down that we may have love; 
He came down that we may have love, 
He came down that we may have love, 
hallelujah forevermore.

2.  He came down that we may have hope...
3.  He came down that we may have peace...

Reading Isaiah 61

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good 
news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
prisoners. To proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God, and to comfort 
all who mourn;  to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil 
of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being 
shall exult in my God. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring up before all the nations.

Message

Hymn of the Day The Christmas Wish (Muppets)

I don’t know if you believe in Christmas, or if you have presents underneath a Christmas tree
But if you believe in love, that will be more than enough for you to come and celebrate with me
 
For I have held the precious gift that love brings, even though I never saw a Christmas star
I know there is a light, I have felt it burn inside, and I have seen it shining from afar
 
Christmas is the time to come together, a time to put all differences aside
And I reach out my hand to the family of man, to share the joy I feel at Christmas time
 
For the truth that binds us all together, I would like to say a simple prayer 
That at this special time you will have true peace of mind 
And love to last throughout the coming year
 
And if you believe in love that will be more than enough
For peace to last throughout the coming year
And peace on earth will last throughout the year

 

Sharing of the Peace — SWAG!

Offering Thank you for your continued financial support during this time. 
Give online at www.trin.org/give. Text donation amount to 833-381-0691.

Prayer
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your coming. Help us to listen to the words 
of the prophets, hear the songs of the angels, and speak a word of hope to those around us. 
Give us your courage, your patience, and your peace during this holy time of waiting. 
Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Benediction
May Almighty God, Creator, Christ, and Comforter, keep you in God’s light, 
God’s truth, and God’s love, now and forever. 
Amen.

Closing Hymn Once in Royal David’s City

1.   Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,  
Where a mother laid her Baby in a manger for His bed.  
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little Child.

2.   He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all,  
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall.  
With the poor, and meek, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

3.   Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,  
We shall see Him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high.  
There His children gather round, bright like stars, with glory crowned.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

. . . . . . .
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