
 

 

 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Ascension Sunday 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty, the One who lifts us up to higher ground. 

Amen.  

 

And welcome to this soggy worship service on Memorial Day Weekend here at Trinity 

Lutheran Church. The weather hasn’t been great for being outside these past couple of 

days, but no matter, we can still honor those who have served in the military in our 

thoughts and prayers. My father served in the army during the Korean War, and he 

would often remind me of one of the favorite sayings he learned during that time: 

“Hurry up and wait!” That was a common cry. “Hurry up and wait!” He’d have to hurry 

up and get ready for what they were about to do, but then, since there so many things 

for the leaders to think about, so many details to take care of, so many troops to 

organize, they would have to wait, so when the time came to act, they would be ready 

to act. 

 

I know we’re not in a military operation right now, but it does kind of feel that way 

sometimes, doesn’t it? Even though the enemy is a virus, it’s still an enemy. We’re still 

trying to defeat it. Or mitigate it. Or manage it. But there are so many things to think 

about. There are so many details to take care of. There are so many people to consider 



with different needs and different responsibilities. And so we hurry up... And then we 

wait. Because it’s complicated. And there is simply no quick fix to any of this.  

It’s a slow fix.  

 

But a slow fix is better than no fix, right? Going slow isn’t the same as not going at all. 

We are going forward, even if it feels like it’s a snail’s pace. Our military has always 

moved forward, even if it’s moved forward slowly. Our country has always moved 

forward, even if it’s moved forward slowly. And our church... Our church has always 

moved forward, even if it’s moved forward slowly.  

 

The reading that we just heard today about the living, dying, and rising of Jesus, opens 

up with these words: “Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news 

in which you stand.” Did you catch that first part? “Now I would remind you...” “I 

would remind you...” They already know the story. They already know the good news 

about having new life in Christ. But they need to be reminded. Because they’ve 

forgotten. You know, they’ve been waiting so long for life to get better, for their 

situation to get better, for the times to get better, that they’ve forgotten. So this Bible 

passage comes to remind them of what they already know. These words come to them 

and these words come to us to remind us of what we already know. Our new life is 

here, now, and better days are coming, soon. But it’s slow. Painfully slow. It’s so slow 

that we forget that even now God is at work, even now, God is raising us up to new 

life, even now God is leading us forward. 

 

That’s what this Ascension Sunday is all about. “Ascension” simply means “to rise up”. 

At the end of Christ’s ministry here on earth, he returned back to heaven. (I saw a joke 

about this on the internet the other day. It said, “Yah, Ascension Day is when Jesus 



returned to heaven and began to work from home, just like the rest of us!”) Well, I 

don’t know about that, but yes, at the end of Jesus’ ministry, God lifted him up and 

received him back with open arms. Because that's just what God does. I mean, isn't 

that what you do? Isn’t that what you do with children? Isn’t that what you do with 

children and grandchildren? Isn’t that what you do with children, grandchildren, 

puppies, and kittens? When you see those little ones, you just want to go and pick 

them up and hold them close. It’s just what you do. It’s just in our nature. It’s in our 

nature, because it’s in God’s nature, and we simply reflect God’s nature in our lives. 

Just like we lift up those little ones to be close to them, God lifted Jesus at the end of 

his ministry to be close to Him. And just like God lifted Jesus, God lifts us. God lifts us 

up, not just at the end, but every day of our lives. 

 

That’s why death has no victory, just like the reading also says. Death has no victory. It 

might slow us down a bit. To be sure, it is a part of our lives — I had three funerals just 

in one month at the beginning of this year. Death does speak a word to our lives. But 

while death speaks A word to us, death doesn’t speak the FINAL word to us. The FINAL 

word to us is GOD’S word. And GOD'S word is not a word of death, it’s a word of life. 

The word that God speaks to us at the end, and at the beginning, and on each day of 

our lives is a word of LIFE and a word of HOPE and a word of HEALING as we move 

forward, as we move forward together, and as we move forward together, lifted up by 

the power of God. 

Amen. 

 


