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The Season of Patience
The season of Advent is upon us as we prepare 
for the coming of our Lord at Christmas. This 
year, of course, there is something else that we 
are all waiting for — we’re waiting for the end 
of COVID! Of course, just like we learn to wait 
patiently each year during the season of Advent, 
this year we’re also learning to wait patiently for 
the season of COVID to pass.
 
Fortunately, we have some guideposts to help 

us along the way. We took a survey a couple months ago, and we asked our 
church members to list the important factors to consider before returning 
to activities on the church grounds. There were many factors named — the 
lifting of social distancing restrictions, the opening of public schools, waiting 
for a vaccine, and more. But the Number One criteria that was named more 
than any other was this: Public health officials giving clearance for in-person 
activities. This is exactly what our Trinity leadership stated way back in March, 
at the beginning of the Season of COVID: We are  going to listen carefully and 
follow the guidance of our public health officials as they lead the way to the 
safest, healthiest path forward.
 
There is no question that this Season of Advent, along with the Season of 
COVID, will test our patience far beyond anything we have ever experienced. 
But fortunately, the patience we need doesn’t need to come from our own 
will power or determination — it comes as a gift from God:
 
“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same 
attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had.” (Romans 15:5)
 
It looks like the patience that we need is the patience that we will receive this 
year — what a great Christmas gift from God!

~ God’s Peace, Pastor Engholm

the pastor
from



Worship services are streamed 
Sundays at 9:00 am 

& Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

AT TRINITY LUTHERAN?What’s Happening
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We continue to explore new ways to watch our online services 
from home, and now we’re adding one more. In addition to 
finding us on Facebook and YouTube, you will now be able to 
watch our live services right on our website.

Saint Lucia Drive Thru Event
Saturday, December 12
11:00 am - 12:30 pm

Although the holidays will look different this  
year, some traditions will carry on – like the 
Swedish festival of Saint Lucia! This year, Trinity’s 
annual Saint Lucia Tea will be a Drive Thru Cookie 
Pick-Up instead. Stop by Trinity’s parking lot to 
pick up a pre-packaged box of all your favorite 
Swedish treats on Saturday, December 12, 
between 11:00 am – 12:30 pm (or while the treats 
last)! Enjoy Krumkake, Lefse, Rosettes, Kringler 
and more in the comfort and safety of your own 
home this year! 

Deliveries can be made to local residents unable 
to drive to church. Please inquire at 952-955-1891 
or trinityoffice@trin.org if you would like Lucia 
treats delivered to you. 

Even in this unusual time, we are  
still gathering for Christmas Eve Services

We’re gathering ONLINE at noon for a Candlelight Service.

We’re also gathering ONSITE (OUTDOORS) in the Trinity 
Parking Lot at 2:00 pm, 3:00 pm, and 4:00 pm to listen to the 
age-old story as we sing classic Christmas carols together. 
These three services will be identical, and will each last about 
30 minutes. You are welcome to stay in your car, stand beside 
your car, or gather up close for this special time. Without a 
doubt, this will be a Christmas to remember!

Christmas Blessings 
Adopt-a-Family
Help make Christmas a 
little brighter for local 
families in need. This year, 
we are listing the gift 
requests online through 
the website “Sign Up 
Genius”. A link will be 

provided in our December eNewsletter email. 
If you do not receive our emails, but would like 
to participate in this program, please contact 
the church office. Unwrapped gift(s) should be 
returned to church before Monday, December 14. 
Your generosity will benefit local families in the 
Watertown-Mayer School District.

Find links to all of these ways to watch at
www.trin.org
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Welcome (Back) Trisha!
For several years, Trisha Ragner 

served as our Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator before exploring other 

ministry opportunities. But now she’s back in a new role: 
Outdoor Ministry Coordinator! Since it’s so risky to be 
INSIDE these days with the covid, we’re going to set up as 
many opportunities as we can to be OUTSIDE, where it’s 
much safer to be physically together. Check out some of 
the events that will be taking place soon along with the 
Advent Outdoor Fun insert included in this newsletter. 
Use this guide to find a few moments each day to embrace 
the treasures of nature that God has gifted to us!

We will not meet in-person in December. Instead, 
keep your eyes peeled for something NEW for God 
Squads. I will be sending weekly SUPER SHORT & 
SIMPLE BIBLE LESSONS to do remotely with your 
kids. Each lesson will fall into the Advent theme of 
“Wait for It,” and it will include links to a song, Bible 
story, and prayer. The whole thing will take less than 
10 minutes.

We have been very focused on physical health and 
wellbeing the past eight months. With eyes on the 
physical, it can be easy to forget about nourishing 
our family’s spiritual health. While links to videos 
may have lost their appeal, I encourage families to 
continue to check out the God Squad resources 
and make spiritual health a priority. Please do not 
hesitate to reach out to let me know how I can 
support your family’s faith journey in this crazy time!

Make a Luminary and Carols Around  
the Campfire
Sunday, December 13  |  4:00 pm 
Gather outside at TLC to assemble a luminary for 
you to take home and then join in Carols Around 
the Campfire. Meet at Trinity at 4:00 pm to assemble 
the luminary. For supply purposes, please let 
Trisha (tragner@trin.org) know you’re attending by 
December 9.

Morning Meditation in TLC Courtyard
Thursday, December 17  |  7:00 am
We will meet at 7:00 am in the Nylunda Courtyard 
(north side of church) for a beautiful way to start 
our day.

Morning Devotion & Walk the Luce Line 
Wednesday, December 23  |  7:00 am
Meet at the Luce Line trailhead by the WM 
Elementary School at 7:00 am. We will begin our 
time together with a short devotion and then take 
a walk down the trail. What a great way to stay 
connected as we approach the birth of Christ!

Questions? Concerns? Ideas?
Email Hannah at hrosholt@trin.org

An Update from 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator, 

Hannah Rosholt



Leadership

Church Council: Jodi Boylan, Jason 
Emmons, Jason Koets, Carol Murray, 
Kari Olson, Nancy Pickering, Ken 
Tufte, Heidi Volkart

Staff: Pastor Engholm, Robyn 
Behrens, Gail Cassidy, Joyce Harding, 
Mary Jech, Trisha Ragner, Hannah 
Rosholt, Jacob Ulland

Covid-19 Response Team: 
Robyn Behrens, Alyson Blakstad, 
Allison Neaton, Eileen Nelson,  
Kari Olson, Scott Phearman,  
Jim Sandquist

NEWSCongregational
COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

FINANCIAL REPORT

General Fund summary for  
October 2020
$37,916.67 is needed each month to 
meet the approved budget of $455,000. 

Beginning balance 10/1/2020: 
   $ 28,679.01
General Fund income: $   26,237.47
General Fund expenses: $   32,801.11
Net balance (October): - $     6,563.64

General Fund balance as of 10/31/2020: 
 $ 22,115.37

Year-to date general fund INCOME 
exceeds EXPENSES by $36,669.94.

This amount includes having used 
$40,800 from the PPP loan for May and 
June payroll. 

Building Fund expenses:
Loan interest payment: $     1,357.17
Loan principal payment: $        979.83
Additional loan payment: $     2,663.00
 
Mortgage loan balance:   $ 424,935.31

Cash Summary
Bremer: $   65,644.34
(includes $2,651.68 for Oct. federal withholding 
and $9,758.93 in hail damage receipts)
Citizen’s Building Fund: $ 193,068.32

M/S/C  Ken Tufte /  Jason Koets /  carried

OLD BUSINESS

•  Covid Response Team Update: 
Team met with the Council this 
month to summarize survey results.

•  Staff Yearly Touch Points Updates: 
The Executive Committee is 
currently meeting with Trinity staff. 

•  Council/COVID Response Team 
congregational survey results 
discussion recap (from November 
10th ZOOM meeting): A summary 
of the survey results will be sent to 
the congregation via the December 
Tidings, and a link will be posted on 
the church website.

NEW BUSINESS

•  2021 Proposed Budget: A motion 
was made to approve the 2021 
preliminary budget as proposed. 

M/S/C Kari Olson / Jodi Boylan / carried

•  Confirm Hiring of Trisha Ragner 
as Trinity’s Outdoor Ministry 
Coordinator: A motion was made 
to approve the hiring of Trisha 
Ragner as Trinity’s Outdoor Ministry 
Coordinator for the remainder of 
the program calendar year (through 
May 2021). 

M/S/C  Ken Tufte / Jodi Boylan / carried

•  Annual Meeting: A motion was 
made for a continuing resolution 
to allow our congregation to hold 
congregational meetings online. 

M/S/C  Jason Koets / Ken Tufte / carried

•   Development of a “Sexual 
Misconduct Prevention 
Program”: A motion was made 
to approve the development of 
a Sexual Misconduct Prevention 
Program. 

M/S/C  Heidi Volkart / Kari Olson / carried

November 17, 2020

In memory of 

Deloris McPadden
$300  ~ Cemetery

Lois Nussbaum
$75  ~ Quilting

$50 ~ Elder Care

MEMORIALS
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Trinity’s Annual Meeting will 
be held online on Sunday, 

January 31. Watch for more 
details to come.

LOOKING AHEAD



Congregational Input Survey Results
Given that current COVID numbers in Minnesota and 
our community are on the rise, we are not immediately 
considering moving toward in-person worship services, but 
the survey feedback we have received from you in October 
has given us valuable information for when it becomes safer 
to consider doing so.

This survey, created by Trinity’s Covid-19 Response Team in 
partnership with the Trinity Council and church staff, explored 
opinions regarding readiness for returning to onsite services 
and other activities at Trinity, and we received nearly 150 
responses. 

The comfort levels for returning to in-person services were 
diverse. The highest tally was “somewhat comfortable” 
followed by “very comfortable” (those two totaled 52%) but 
the discomfort level was nearly 40%. Many respondents felt  
in-person worship is very important, however the main 
concerns for returning to in-person services were the need to 
follow the public health guidelines and shortening the types 
of contacts typical at church. Favored precautions included 
mask-wearing, limiting contact with greeters and ushers in 
a number of new ways, new seating arrangements in the 
pews to promote social distancing, length of the service, and 
sanitizing the facility between services. There was significant 
concern by some that we wait until there are a small number 
of Covid cases in the area and that both mask regulations be 
lifted and a vaccine be available before returning in-person.  
At the same time, nearly half were willing to serve as a 
“Sunday Servant” (Usher, Greeter, Altar Guild, etc.) when 
we resume on-site. One important survey result was the 
revelation of the popularity of our online live stream Sunday 
and Wednesday services, which many members have been 
attending and would like to see continued.

Thanks to all who participated in the survey. There were many 
very positive comments regarding the work being done by 
the Covid Response Team and the Trinity Council. Trinity will 
keep members informed about further decisions being made 
regarding resuming in-person services. For those who would 
like to see survey details beyond this summary, the full survey 
results can be found at www.trin.org/coronavirus. 

Thank you for the generous gifts that you have 
been sharing all through the year! Many of you 
have been mailing in your gifts, others have 
been dropping them off personally during 
office hours, and others are finding ways to 
share financial gifts electronically. However 
you have been choosing to do this, please 
know how grateful we are for all the ways you 
have been supporting Trinity’s ministry during 
this unusual time. We are especially grateful 
for any special year-end gifts you’d like to 
share at this time. Thank you for your support!

Year End Gifts
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Trinity has a strong track record of supporting 
those “living on the edge” by donating to 
various charitable organizations all year long. 
Of course, Christmas time is a special time to 
remember those who need an extra helping 
hand. As always, please consider supporting 
these organizations this holiday season, and 
if you’re looking for some specific places 
to donate, please consider the Watertown 
Friends for Life Food Shelf or our local social 
action agency, Love INC. Details are below.

Friends For Life Holiday Needs:
•   Baking supplies: small size flour and sugar/

brown sugar, baking vanilla, baking powder/
soda, spices, basic kitchen utensils, dish 
sponges/towels, etc.

•   Monetary gifts used to purchase meat 
vouchers/meat, fresh potatoes, and pies 
from Marketplace.

Love INC Most Needed Items:
•  toothpaste  •  hand sanitizer (small sizes)   
•  dryer sheets  •  Kleenex  •  liquid hand soap  
•  paper towels  •  dish soap

TIS THE SEASON OF



Hello Trinity friends,

An amazing feeling came over me a couple of 
weeks ago. When it happened I thought, “Wow! 
This is what it fells like to be truly hopeful!” 

I had always thought I was a hopeful person, 
a glass half full kind of person. But what I was 
experiencing in that moment was more than 
that. It was more than wishful thinking. It was 
more than a positive attitude. It was on a higher 
level than optimism. 

I wasn’t longing for something or patiently 
enduring a painful experience. It was just that 
a worry I had, just disappeared because I was 
hopeful a particular something would happen. 
And now as I look back on that moment, happy 
and worry free, I also know that I will be fine no 
matter how things work out. 

I guess that’s one way God works in me. He 
gave me hope which then brought God’s peace 
over me. I know God is always with me so I can 
always be hopeful.

Advent is sometimes called the season of hope. 
My favorite Advent hymn is “All Earth is Hopeful.” 
I listened to it recently and would like to share it 
with you. It can be found on the internet here:

https://youtu.be/dq5BEfErVVY

Merry Christmas!
Joyce Harding

WITH TRINTIY STAFFConnecting

Christmastime is right around the corner and, as 
has been the case for much of this year, it will be 
different. I have felt such conflicting emotions this 
year, with all the joy it has brought, but also all that 
has been missing. The joy of marriage and starting 
a life together, but also missing friends, missing 
family, missing going out for dinner and a movie, 
and so many more things. I have missed being able 
to gather together for worship in Trinity’s beautiful 
building, but so grateful that so many folks have 
been able to join us online too. Now it’s Christmas 
and my hopes of being together have been dashed, 
but my hope in Jesus remains. 

I have been wondering how we as a faith 
community can both recognize our sadness and 
grief in those we have lost and what we are missing 
this season, but also where Christ is inspiring hope 
within us this season too. I love to decorate for 
Christmas and that is what inspired this idea. We 
have a Christmas tree here at Trinity that needs 
your help. Here’s how you can help us – bring in 
a new or gently used Christmas Ornament and 
drop it in our donation box, located by the church 
entrance, during office hours. Along with that, 
you can donate it in honor of someone who you 
have lost or in recognition of what you are missing 
this season. You can also donate and share where 
Christ is giving you hope this Christmas season. We 
hope to fill up this tree with all of these ornaments 
and unveil it during worship this Advent season. 
Christmas is about hope, the hope that comes to us 
in a manager, where we would least expect to find 
it. As we navigate this difficult time together, we 
can Stay Calm, Stay Connected, and Shine On!  
(And help decorate the tree, too!) 

Merry Christmas,
Jacob Ulland

Jacob’s

Seasons Greetings  
Trinity Family,

a Note from 
Joyce Harding 
Minister of Music
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

Happy Birthday

Gus Beckstrom
Daniel Empting

Adam Rowan

2
Confirmation
6:30 pm - Gr. 7th-8th 
Worship 7pm (Online)
AA Meeting
7:30 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Luke Anderson
Daniel Venske

Gordon Wandersee

3 4

Happy Birthday

Cody Hilgers
Shiree Hirsch

5

Happy Birthday

Josh Gallus

6        
Worship
9:00 am (Online)
God Squad Take & 
Make Activity
(Pick up supplies at 
Trintiy)

7 
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Carroll Lambrecht

8

Happy Birthday

Colleen Alvig

9
Confirmation
6:30 pm - Gr. 7th-8th 
Worship 7pm (Online)
AA Meeting
7:30 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Adam Hembroff
Brinlee Loehrs

10

Happy Birthday

Lydia Haller
Elliot Maas

11

Happy Birthday

Joshua Hoover
Richard Volkenant

12

Happy Birthday

Quinn Anderson
Stephen Danielson

Monica Fritzke

13 
Worship
9:00 am (Online)
God Squad Virtual 
Hangout
10:00 am (Online)
Outdoor Ministry 
Luminary Event
4:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Nicole Gersema
Christine Huber

Dorine Vanderlinde

14  
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Nancy Brown, Sarah 
Geyen, Stan Hill

15  
Church Council Mtg
6:30 pm (via Zoom)

Happy Birthday

Caden Horsman

16
Confirmation
6:30 pm - Gr. 7th-8th 
Worship 7pm (Online)
AA Meeting
7:30 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Kelly Graff
Leah Kohls

17
Outdoor Ministry 
Morning Meditation
7:00 am (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Carole Pierson

18 

Happy Birthday

Laramee Paradise

19

Happy Birthday

Natalie Whitehead

20 
Worship
9:00 am (Online)
God Squad Virtual 
Hangout
10:00 am (Online)

Happy Birthday

Carli Graff
Alyssa Paschke

Charles Sandquist
Susan Westermann

21
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Destini Bergstrom

22

Happy Birthday

Cassel Danielson
Leon Fritzke

23
Outdoor Ministry 
Morning Walk
7:00 am (Luce Line)
No Confirmation
Worship 7pm (Online)
AA Meeting
7:30 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Jodi Boylan, Jenny Haller
Brandi Hofmann

24
CHRISTMAS EVE
Worship 12pm (Online)
Worship (Onsite)
2:00, 3:00 & 4:00 pm
(in Trinity Parking Lot)

Happy Birthday

Theresa Thompson

25
CHRISTMAS DAY
Church Office Closed

Happy Birthday

Dan Blakstad
Christopher Fautsch

26

Happy Birthday

Jodi Maas
Roger Nelson

27  
Worship
9:00 am (Online)

Happy Birthday

Steve Johnson

28
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Katelyn Haller, Richard 
Murray, Olivia Salonek,

Elsa Thonn

29

Happy Birthday

Steve Venske

30
Worship 7pm (Online)
AA Meeting
7:30 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Shirley Domjahn,
Liz Hirsch, Laurie Mann

31

Happy Birthday

Dean Hendricks
Randall Nichols

December 2020WATERTOWN, MINNESOTA  |  www.trin.org
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PARISH
HealthMatters

The monthly column from Trinity’s Parish Health Ministry Team

Three Good Things
It’s been shown that if you write down three good things 
that happen to you every day, your happiness and 
positivity increase. In the world today, society tends to 
focus on the negative. Rather than remembering all of 
the good things in their lives, people often focus on the 
things which they don’t like. With Three Good Things, 
you can rewire your brain to focus on the positive by 
writing down good things that happen to you every day. 
By finding positive things that happen in your daily life, 
you train you mind to notice the good things instead of 
allowing it to focus on the negative. The items you write 
down each day can be as simple as your child’s bear hug 
or a well-deserved acknowledgment from your boss. 
Reading your own happiness journal can brighten your 
spirits when you need it most and remind you of all of 
God’s blessing in your life. 

These things have I spoke to you, that My joy may 
remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 

John 15:11



 
It’s a new month. Start something new that you will do 
outside each day leading up to Christmas. Maybe you 
stand on your deck or porch first thing in the morning 
and say a prayer while breathing in the cold air. Maybe 
you put food out for birds and squirrels each day. Maybe 
you simply stand at your window and count the birds 
and/or squirrels. 

 
Go out for a walk and see how many different animals 
or animal tracks you can spot. If you can’t get outside to 
do this, look through your windows on all sides of your 
house. There is still lots of movement happening out 
there, even in the cold. 

 
 Go outside after dark 

(or look out your window) and look up into the night sky. 
How many stars do you see? Notice any planets? Not an 
easy path to follow, but just like God led those 3 scholars 
so long ago, He guides us on our daily endeavors as well. 
Trust Him.

 
Take in the wonder of the sunrise. Be outside in the 
presence of it, or observe from your window. Look at all 
the things the sun touches! The day is a gift from God!

 
Maybe write a joyful message on someone’s driveway 
with sidewalk chalk, or paint an encouraging Christmas 
message on a rock for them to display. You could also 
bake some Christmas cookies and then walk them to a 
nearby neighbor. 

This plan is designed to help you get outside and embrace winter throughout the weeks of Advent.  
Christmas is usually easy to celebrate, but sometimes we forget about the weeks leading up to it.  We 
get so caught up in the shopping and the wrapping and the lengthy to-do list that we forget to embrace 
the peace and the calm. Nature has a great way of reminding us about simple and quiet. Use these 
prompts each day to find a few moments to embrace the treasures of nature that God has gifted to us!  
The benefits of being outside for our health (mental, physical, emotional) are countless.

 
and look at all the different colored Christmas lights. 
There are so many. Think to yourself… “What did I do to 
SHINE ON today?” Did I brighten someone’s day? If not, 
do so tomorrow. 

 Go outside and 
look for the following items: a colorful bird, a twig bigger 
than your hand, a leaf, a jet flying in the sky, a squirrel, a 
piece of tree bark, animal droppings (DO NOT TOUCH), 
frozen water. As you do this, seek out ways to be your 
very best self each and every day. 

 
 

Brave the cold. Have a campfire outside and enjoy some 
hot cocoa as you do so. If the weather is not optimal, you 
can do the same inside with your fireplace roaring. 

 
Supplies needed: Balloons, food coloring, water. All 
you need to do is add a few drops of food coloring to 
the water in an inflated balloon and let it freeze (either 
outside or in the freezer). Once frozen, pop the balloon 
and you’re left with a beautiful ice globe in your color of 
choice. 

 
Go out to your yard, a nearby park, or a local trail. Gather 
pinecones. Bring them inside and display them in a jar or 
on a tray. A beautiful reminder of the simple things that 
God has given us in nature. 

ADVENT OUTDOOR FUN

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  OUTDOOR MINISTRY   >>



  Cardinals stay 
in Minnesota throughout the winter. Sit quietly on your 
front porch or deck or go to a wooded area. As you sit 
idly in the peacefulness, watch and count how many 
cardinals you may see. 

 
  There are lots of options that you 

can make to share with the critters as they adjust to the 
winter cold. Head out to a field or choose a spot near 
the woods where animals will be sure to find it. Use the 
snow to make a big cake on the ground and decorate 
it with birdseed, carrots, apples, lettuce and other fruits 
and vegetables. The animals will be grateful for your 
generosity. Or…use a pinecone, spread peanut butter on 
it, and then roll it in birdseed. Hang this out for the birds 
to enjoy. 

 
  Tonight, we will gather 

outside at TLC to assemble a luminary for you to take 
home and help you in your path to Shining On! We will 
then have Carols Around the Campfire. Meet at Trinity at 
4:00 pm to assemble the luminary. For supply purposes, 
please let Trisha (tragner@trin.org) know you’re 
attending by December 9.

 
The stunning beauty of a sunset never seems to let us 
down. While sunset is early at this time of year, the colors 
never cease to amaze. Walk (or glance) outside as the 
sky is filled with colors and the day comes to a close. Say 
a prayer of thanks to God for another day of life on this 
beautiful earth that He has given us!

 
  Hopefully, we will have snow by this 

time. Head out to make a snowman in the yard. If you 
know someone who might enjoy looking at a snowman 
out the front window, skip over to their house and make 
one for them too. If Mother Nature has not graced us 
with snow by this time, you can always create an indoor 
snowman from marshmallows.
 

 
The City of Watertown has built a new ice rink in town.  
If you’ve got skates, strap them on and go glide across 
this new addition. Boots work, too, if you don’t have 
skates. Past your prime on skating or never had it? Well, 
then walk or drive past the rink and enjoy the kids/
families there. 

  
We will meet at 7:00 am in the Nylunda Courtyard (north 
side of church) for a beautiful way to start our day.

 
Suncatchers made from ice are not only beautiful, but 
super easy to make! Spend some time outside gathering 
natural items to use in your suncatchers. The more 
colorful the better. Examples: branches, berries, twigs, 
flowers, buds, leaves. Lay out a plastic lid, pie plate or 
silicone mold to use as the mold for your suncatcher. Fill 
the mold with water and add your natural elements to 
the water in any design of your choosing. Remember 
to put in a string or ribbon so you can hang it. Leave it 
outside for a few hours or overnight to freeze. Gently 
remove the ice suncatcher from the mold and hang from 
a tree branch or window sill. Pro tip: Rumor has it that if 
you want your ice to be crystal clear, boil the water first! 

 
  What can you see, hear, 

touch, smell, and taste? Take your time. Let you body 
experience the outdoors on so many levels. 

  Examine the 
snowflakes (if we have snow). They are marvelous and 
impressive. REALLY look at them to see their uniqueness. 
They are one-of-a-kind, just like you! You are made 
exactly as God wants you. 

  The Winter 
Soltice is today, meaning it’s the day with the shortest 
amount of daylight. These long dark days can make 
us feel like we’re in a slump, but today, why not eat a 
candlelight dinner to enjoy the light? Savor the meal, 
whether simple or elaborate. When you’re done, go 
outside and light your luminary. Maybe enjoy dessert as 
you sit next to it and enjoy the flickering light. 

 
which means it’s almost time for the angels to be singing 
and proclaiming the birth of Christ. If you are able, go 
outside and make a snow angel. If you’re not able to go 
outside, think about your favorite angel story that you’ve 
heard or your favorite angel figurine that you’ve seen. 

 
Meet at the Luce Line trailhead by the WM Elementary 
School at 7:00 am. We will begin our time together with a 
short devotion and then take a walk down the trail. What 
a great way to stay connected as we approach the birth 
of Christ!

  Once the 
sun sets, go outside and sing “Silent Night.” If you feel you 
can’t sing it, humming is just as great!

   
May the spirit of Christmas live in your heart the whole 
year through. Hold on to the wonder of the beauty of 
nature that God has given us!


