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Order of Worship

Introduction
On a long winter evening we gather to proclaim the coming of the light. Isaiah announces that the 
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. In the familiar account of Christ’s birth, the 
evening sky is bright with the heavenly host singing, “Glory to God in the highest.” Amid our broken 
world we proclaim that the prince of peace is born among us. God comes to us in human flesh—in 
Christ’s body and blood—so that we may be bearers of divine light to all the world.

*stand as able

Prelude Christmas Selections  Russell Peterson
  (4:30)  Christmas Bell Potpourri Handbell Choir
   Joy to the World

Welcome

* Confession and Forgiveness:  
Blessed be the Holy One of Israel,
the Word made flesh, the Power of the Most High,
† one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathered in the name of Jesus,
let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor.

Pause for a moment of reflection

Gracious God,
in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in darkness.
We confess our failure to welcome this light.
Forgive us and renew our hope, 
so that we may live in the light of your grace,
and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. 
Amen.

I bring you good news of great joy for all the people:
To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord.
Your sins are forgiven in † Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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* Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful Hymn #283
 Stanzas 1-3

* Greeting 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: 
grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
And also with you.

* Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine 
with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 OT Pew Bible, page 780

Musical Offering (3:00)  Lullaby, Holy One Chapel Choir
 (4:30)  Here on a Silent Night Worship Choir
  Diane Johnson ~ flute

Children’s Moment   Pastor Jeff

Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Hymn #270
 Stanzas 1 and 3
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The Christmas Story Luke 2:1-20
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn.
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying,
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Message Pastor Engholm

Hymn Angels We Have Heard on High  Hymn #289
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Responsive Prayer
Glory to God in the highest,
And peace to God’s people on earth.
Blessed are you, Prince of Peace.  You rule the earth with truth and justice.
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.
Blessed are you, Son of Mary.  You share our humanity.
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.
Blessed are you, Son of God.  You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may 
bear your light to all the world.  
Amen.

Christmas Offering (3:00)  The Friendly Beasts Chapel Choir
 (4:30)  A Christmas Hallelujah Praise & Worship Band
 

Sacrament of
Holy Communion

* Words of Institution

* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  
 Amen.
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* Invitation to Communion
The mystery hidden for the ages is revealed for us in this meal.
Come, behold and receive your God.

Distribution  
Please come forward for Holy Communion this morning by using the center aisle and returning by the 
side aisle. If you prefer either gluten free wafers or grape juice, they are available on the center table.  
If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher and communion will be brought to you.

Communion Songs O Little Town of Bethlehem Hymn #279
 The First Noel Hymn #300

* Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.
On this day, O God, you gave us
Christ the Son to save us.
As you sent the one foretold,
send us now with good news for all people.
Let the gladness of this feast have no end
as we share with others the joy that fills us;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

* Candle Lighting 

Ushers will receive the flame from the Christ Candle and will light the candles of the persons sitting 
nearest the aisle. Each person will light his or her candle from the person sitting next to them. Please 
hold the lit candles upright and tip the unlit candle to receive the flame. ‘Silent Night’ will be played 
softly on guitar while candles are being lit. 

* Reading John 1:1-18 NT Pew Bible, page 111

* Hymn Silent Night Hymn #281
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Sending

* Blessing
May Christ, who by his incarnation
has filled us with grace and truth,
give you peace this Christmas and always.
Almighty God, Father, † Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

(Extinguish Candles)

* Sending Song Joy to the World Hymn #267

* Dismissal
Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Christmas Selections Russell Peterson

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS014200. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

Holy Families
3:00  The Rosholt Family with baby Milo

4:30  The Farniok Family with baby Leona

Ushers / Greeters
3:00  The Ragner Family, The Neaton Family, The Rumrill Family, 

Gail Cassidy, Cindy Essen
4:30  Hubie Widmer, The Phearman Family, Allyson Thomson, 

Steve & Jodi Boylan, Jim Sandquist

Acolytes
3:00  Nathan Ragner, Zachary Lohmann

4:30  Anna Gilles, Kathryn Hoover

Lectors
3:00  Dustin Gens

4:30  Carole Pierson

Communion Assistants
3:00  Chris Behrens, Scott Cassidy, Gail Cassidy  

4:30  Carol Murray, Chad Matuska, Hubie Widmer

UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
On Sunday, December 29, Trinity will have just one service at 9:00 am

followed by refreshments and fellowship.

513 Madison Street SE  |  Watertown, MN  55388
952-955-1891  | www.trin.org

Jeffrey M. Engholm, Pastor
Joyce Harding, Minister of Music

Joy Rundell, Worship Choir Accompanist
Michelle Dinkins, Chapel Choir Accompanist

Russell Peterson, Guest Organist


