
 

 

 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Graduate Blessing Sunday 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty, the One who lights our way into the great 

unknown. Amen. 

 

This morning we are celebrating “Graduate Blessing Sunday”. Ten High School Seniors 

will soon be setting out on new adventures. Some are heading off to college, some are 

heading off to serve in the military, some are heading off to work, but ALL of them are 

heading off into the great unknown. Let’s face it, even though they have plans right 

now, those plans might change. In fact, I’m pretty sure that those plans will change as 

these graduates learn more about themselves, learn more about life. But isn’t that the 

point of graduation? To end one thing and begin a new thing? And who knows what 

that new thing is until it unfolds before us, in surprising and unpredictable ways? 

But then, that’s nothing new for you who are graduating. I’m pretty sure you’ll adapt 

to the future quite well in light of all the unpredictable things that have happened so 

far just in the past few months. Who knew that school buildings would close their 

doors on March 17? Who knew that you’d be going to online learning completely at 

the end of your senior year? Who knew the things you would lose in these past few 

months — sporting events, graduation ceremonies, precious time with your friends? 

And who knew the things you would gain —  strength, wisdom, flexibility, creativity, 

new ways of adapting that have literally never been done before. 



Our reading today from 1 Corinthians 13 might be familiar to you. It’s often read at 

weddings, since it lifts up LOVE as the highest gift of God. But sharing love is not just 

for two people getting married — sharing love is for all people at every stage of their 

lives. Parents and children, brothers and sisters, friends and family, neighbors and 

strangers, and graduates about to embark on the next chapter of their lives. “Love is 

patient. Love is kind. Love is the greatest gift.” There’s more, of course, but I think the 

best part about this reading, like all of the Bible, is that it’s constantly being rewritten 

and reshaped in our own lives for our own time. The foundation doesn’t change, but 

the way we live it out does change because life changes. The year 2020 is already very 

different from the year 2019, and that year was different from the year before that 

and the year before that and so on. And so we need to keep changing along with how 

life changes around us.  

 

And so, in light of that, we asked a question of our Trinity family: What are your best 

words of wisdom about living lives of love, especially for our high school graduates this 

year? Here are the Top Ten things that people said about STEPPING OUT INTO THE 

NEXT CHAPTER OF YOUR LIVES IN LOVE. Graduates, this is for you: 

 

10) The next few years are going to be some of the best years of your life! Work hard,  

 play hard, and follow your dreams! 

9)  Believe in yourself. If you don’t go after what you want, you will never have it! 

8)  Try one new thing each week that is outside of your comfort zone. Eventually 

you'll have a life full of great memories to look back upon. 

7)  (a quote by Ralph Waldo Emerson) “To find the beautiful, you must carry it with  

 you.”  

 



6)  Everything in life is what you make it. When things get hard, you will eventually  

 find the right path.  But sometimes cussing and tears are required. 

5) Don't be in a rush to grow up. Enjoy the moment.  

4) Nothing ever stays the same for too long. Don’t worry, when times are hard, do  

 your best to be kind and love one another. Better times are on their way.  

3) Life is a wild ride. Hold on tight and be true to yourself! 

2) Take baby steps. 

1) I know that you are missing out on the traditional ways of marking this milestone,  

 but know that all of us are still walking alongside you. Congratulations and God  

 Bless to all! 

 

I think those final words of wisdom speak for all of us. We know that you are missing 

out on so much right now. But please know that all of us are walking beside you. And 

to remind you of that, we have three gifts to share with you. First, we share these 

words of wisdom that you’ve just heard. Second, we will be delivering quilts to you all 

this week. As these quilts surround you with warmth and comfort, we hope they’ll 

remind you of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Comforter, that is always with you. And third, 

we’ll also be delivering these candles to you, a reminder of the light of Christ that 

shines for you, that shines within you, that shines ahead of you to light your way.  

Amen. 

 


