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Another Perfect Day
It’s a typical October day – the sky is gray, 
there’s a light drizzle coming down, and there’s 
a chill in the air. Perfect! What? A perfect day 
that’s chilly, gloomy, and rainy? Yes! Because 
I’m up and about and living my life! Even in 
these strange days, I’m grateful that I was able 
to put both feet on the floor as I got out of bed 
this morning, regardless of what the day might 
hold.
 
What’s your day like today? Is it gray and 
gloomy, either outside your door or inside 

your soul? Have no fear, God is with you, shining a light of love and peace that 
is simply inescapable. In these days of the covid, when we are concerned for 
our health, fearful of our finances, and troubled by all the racial unrest, we do 
not walk in total darkness. There is a light shining out in front of us to lead the 
way, and there is a light shining inside of us to give us peace.
 
Dear friends, God will help us to stay calm, and God will help us to stay 
connected. Lamentations 3:22 tells us this truth: “The steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases, and God’s mercies never come to an end. They are new 
every morning.” Let us rise THIS morning to know the unending love of God!

~ God’s Peace, Pastor Engholm

Stay calm. Stay connected. Shine on.



Worship services are streamed 
LIVE on Facebook each 

Sunday at 9:00 am 
& Wednesday at 7:00 pm

Worship videos will be available on YouTube and 
at www.trin.org/sermons the following day.
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Do Not Be Afraid
We are all probably afraid of something. My list 
of fears has changed over the years. I’m not as 
afraid of the dark or of spiders as I once was. I’m 
no longer afraid of quicksand! My kids are adults 
now so I’m not afraid of failing as a parent. I still am 
afraid of snakes. And lately I’m afraid of growing 
old and afraid of not growing old. It’s the fear of 
the unknown.

I’m not as afraid of Covid-19 as I was six months 
ago, however it does cause me anxiety. Anxiety 
creeps in when I think about my family, 
community, and families with school aged 
children. The pandemic is not going away 
tomorrow, so we are learning to live with it, even 
if we are doing it scared. Just know God is right 
there with you. And we are all going through this 
together.

The bible tells us over and over again to not be 
afraid and do not be anxious. But we are human 
and we tend to be fearful and anxious. We need to 
be reminded of and comforted by God’s words and 
love over and over again. Here are links to a couple 
of songs I really appreciate to do just that.

The first one is in our hymnal, “You are Mine”  
(Do Not be Afraid) by David Haas
https://youtu.be/14pPevY5sd8

This second one is by Kristene Dimarco, “Fear Not”
https://youtu.be/g0GQp-vTqOw

Peace to you,
Joyce Harding

a Note from 

As we continue to hold worship each week on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday evenings, Trinity would like 
to invite you to spend some time reflecting on those 
services with the folks closest to you — family and 
friends that you connect with either face-to-face, on the 
phone, by texts, or through email. You can do this by 
coming up with your own questions and comments for 
conversation, but if you need help, you can download 
“Sharing God’s Story at Home” on our church website. 
(You’ll find the link right next to our Online Worship 
Bulletin.) When you pull it up you’ll find a verse for the 
week, along with a verse to read each day. You’ll also 
find some prayers to use, questions for conversation, 
and a challenge to serve those around you.
 
Would you like printed copies of the weekly 
devotional instead? Request printed copies mailed 
to you each month on our website or by contacting the 
church office at 952-955-1891 or trinityoffice@trin.org.

Joyce Harding 
Minister of Music

AT TRINITY LUTHERAN?What’s Happening

2



3

Trinity is excited to announce 
that Hannah Rosholt will be 
serving as our new Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator for the 
coming year! This is an “interim” 
position that will enable us to 
keep our children’s ministry strong 
now, even as we make long term plans 
for the future. Thanks, Hannah, for joining the team!

Fall Children’s Ministry
As we explore ways to support our children in this 
pandemic, we realize one-size doesn’t fit all! This has 
always been true, but it’s especially true this school year! 
Some families might be looking for online resources, 
some people might be looking to escape the screen 
and do more hands-on activities, and others might be 
missing that fellowship of in-person connection and 
worship. We’ve decided to offer a little of everything 
this year! We hope you can join us for one, two, or all 
monthly activities to help continue to fuel your child’s 
spiritual life amidst the strangeness of this season.

Instead of Sunday School classes this year, we’re 
asking you to sign your child up to be part of a 
God Squad! Each month, your child will have several 
opportunities to connect with your God Squad in 
various formats. To get an idea of what this means, 
please check out our October calendar of events below. 

Register your child for a God Squad at 
www.trin.org/children.

Although things will look different than usual this 
year, we’re excited about the coming year for our 
confirmation students! Classes for 6th, 7th & 8th 
Grades will begin on Wednesday, October 21 with 
both online and onsite options for learning. 

Learn more and register your child at  
www.trin.org/confirmation. 

Confirmation
Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, October 11

Join us for our online Confirmation Service on 
Sunday, October 11 at 9:00 am and then keep 
the following ninth graders in your prayers as 
they affirm their baptisms with their families 
in individual in-person session with Pastor 
Engholm later that morning. 

Nathan Behrens 

Hope Berscheit 

Trevor Brabec 

Ava Danielson 

Catherine Drahos 

Jack Forcier

Diana Gilles 

Aaron Hilgers 

Kathryn Hoover

Kiersten Koets 

Theodore Lohmann 

Christian Semeja 

Norah Stienessen

October God Squad Opportunities
Sunday, October 4: God Squad Outdoor Kick-Off 
10:00-10:30 am; In-Person outside at Trinity, Outside

Saturday, October 10: Take & Make Activity 
Pick-Up Materials at Trinity; Make At Home

Sunday, October 18: God Squad Virtual Hangout 
10:00-10:30 am; Hangouts via Zoom

Sunday, October 25: Online Sing Along 
Online Link will be available for families to sing and 
worship together; utilize whenever you have time!



NEWSCongregational
COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

FINANCIAL REPORT

General Fund summary for  
August 2020
$37,916.67 is needed each month to meet 
the approved budget of $455,000. 

Beginning balance 8/1/2020 
   $ 36,763.34
General Fund income: $   31,174.01
General Fund expenses: $   31,994.96
Net balance (August): - $         820.95

General Fund balance as of 7/31/2020:  
 $  35,942.39

Year-to date general fund INCOME 
exceeds EXPENSES by $50,496.96.

This amount includes having used $40,800 
from the PPP loan for May and June 
payroll. 

Building Fund expenses:
Loan interest payment: $  1,353.60
Loan principal payment: $  3,595.40

Mortgage loan balance:   $ 429,555.45

Cash Summary
Bremer: $ 79,755.41
(includes $2,728.16 for Aug. federal 
withholding and $9,758.93 in hail damage 
receipts)
Citizen’s Building Fund: $ 183,813.42

M/S/C  Ken Tufte /  Kari Olson /  carried

OLD BUSINESS
•  Covid Response Team Update: Team 

met and a recommendation was made 
that we wait to begin on-site, indoor 
worship until the 14-day COVID-19 case 
rate in Carver County is less than 10%.  
(following the recommended policy from 
the MDH for K-12 schools that will allow 
in-person education for all grades).  This 
data will be utilized (not exclusively) 

along with on-going guidance from the 
ELCA, CDC, MDH, Carver County, MDE.

•  Appointment of Congregational 
Officers: Responsibility to be point of 
contact for harassment/discrimination 
complaints and investigations for 
congregation. Bill Whitehead has agreed 
to the 3 year term. Joy Rundell has agreed 
to the 2 year term.  

•  Update on property improvement 
projects: Awaiting final bids for the 
projects. Some of the final bids have 
come in lower than initially planned.  
Update once projects and final bids are 
received.   

•  Recap of Sunday’s Parking Lot 
Communion / 1st Communion: 
Estimate that we served about 130 
individuals. First Communion students 
and their families were able to commune 
together for the first time at the outdoor 
communion. The event was well received 
by the participants. 

•  Congregational Survey: Moving forward 
with obtaining feedback on the questions 
for the final draft of congregational 
survey. Paper copies of the survey will be 
available at the church office.

NEW BUSINESS
•  Mortgage: Recommendation from 

Finance Committee for making additional 
lump sum payment on mortgage 
before the end of the year.  Lump sum 
amount will be determined after final 
bids for building projects are in. The 
Finance Committee also recommends 
continued monthly mortgage payments 
of $5000.00/month starting with October, 
2020 payment.  
M/S/C Kari Olson / Nancy Pickering / carried

•  Staff Yearly Touch Points: Carol will 
schedule meetings with Executive Team 
and staff within the next 2 weeks.

September 15, 2020

BAPTSIM

Madison Marie Dalbey
Daughter of Riley & Kayla Dalbey

Born May 24, 2020
Baptized September 29, 2020

WEDDINGS

Dave & Kelly (Marquette) 
Schoening

United in marriage on
September 26, 2020

Oliver & Candace (Hanson) 
Babcock

United in marriage on
September 26, 2020

In memory of 

Deloris McPadden
$20  ~ Undesignated

Frank Kaduk
$155  ~ To Be Determined

MEMORIALS
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We Want to Hear From You
Over the past several months, the Trinity Council has 
been working together with the Covid-19 Response 
Team and church staff to make decisions that best 
balance current MDH guidelines, the health and safety 
of all, and input we have received so far. This has not 
been an easy process and the tough decisions were 
not taken lightly. As we continue to make decisions 
regarding moving toward onsite worship and other 
onsite indoor activities, we want to hear from you. 
Some of you have reached out to share how you are 
feeling, but there are many of you we have not heard 
from. We want to stay connected in our conversations.
 
The information gathered from this survey will be one 
of the tools used to gauge readiness and safety for 
onsite, indoor worship services and activities.
 
An email with a link to the survey has been emailed to 
the congregation. If you prefer to complete the survey 
on paper, you may pick up a copy at the church office. 
 
Thank you for your support, prayers and patience as we 
continue to work through this process that will bring us 
safely back together.

From Trinity’s COVID Response Team
We continue to prayerfully consider how to provide 
the best on-line worship we can and expand 
other church activities at Trinity in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We have hosted successful 
parking lot communion and outdoor worship all 
within the COVID-19 safety guidelines. We are also 
allowing some small groups to gather in-person 
and indoors utilizing similar safety guidelines.  
From the start, the COVID-19 Response Team has 
been considering the guidance from local, state and 
federal public health officials along with guidance 
from our ELCA leadership. Bishop Eaton advised 
congregations to consider these priorities in 
COVID-19 decision making:

 1)   Respect the disease

 2)  Do not take unnecessary risks

 3)   Provide for the spiritual and physical 
needs of your neighbor

 4)   Make use of best medical advice 
available

 5)   Care for one another; especially the 
vulnerable

The COVID-19 Response Team will continue to 
proceed based on what we discern is responsible, 
faithful and safe, rather than on a sense that we 
must return to all activities simply for the sake of 
returning. Do not lose sight of the fact that we are 
still doing the work of God’s Church even though 
we are not currently gathering for all in-door, in-
person worship and activities.  

No matter what our circumstances, we continue to 
trust that God is directing, guiding, and inviting us 
to continue on in faith as we carry out the work of 
His church. 

Thank you for your continued financial  
support to Trinity Lutheran Church  

during this time. We truly appreciated  
your support of Trinity’s continued  

ministries in our church and community.

THANK
YOU

Learn more about our giving 
opportunities at trin.org/give.
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Outdoor Worship

To the people of Trinity,

Anne and I wanted to share our thanks for the 
warm welcome we received at the outdoor 
worship service on Sunday September 27th. 
We are grateful for the wonderful card and 
appreciative of the many hands that went into 
making us the beautiful quilt we received as a 
wedding gift from the congregation. We look 
forward to continuing to get to know the Trinity 
family over the course of the next 20 months. 

With Heartfelt Gratitude,
Anne & Jacob
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

Happy Birthday

Lydia Fails
Audrey Neaton

2

Happy Birthday

Chrissy Johnson
Amanda Kohls

Julia Salzsiedler

3

4        
Worship Online
9:00 am (Facebook)
Childeren’s God 
Squad Outdoor 
Kick-Off Event
10:00 am (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

David Olson
Addison Paschke

Jeff Tronnes

5  
Trinity Book Club
6:30 pm (Off-site)
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Emily Hecksel
Anita Huber
Coty Lynch
Hal Pysick

6

Happy Birthday

Kristine Erickson
Jackson Jones

Alden Sandquist
Cathy Vanderbilt

7
Worship Online
7:00 pm (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Tracie Hill
Matt Williams

8

Happy Birthday

Ryan Hallermann
Ethan McCleary

9

Happy Birthday

Gary Harding
Ed Rundell

10

Happy Birthday

Patrick Essen
Ronna Ritter
Allison Skeie

11 
CONFIRMATION
SUNDAY
Worship Online
9:00 am (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Morgan Tatge

12  
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

13  

Happy Birthday

Hannah Bjurstrom
Steven Markgraf

14
Worship Online
7:00 pm (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Anna Barfknecht
Joshua Guetzkow

15

Happy Birthday

Rachel Vargo

16 

Happy Birthday

Glen Sandquist

17

Happy Birthday

Isabela Christensen
Jason Emmons
Mary Paschke

18 
Worship Online
9:00 am (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Rob Lohmann
Valerie McCain

19
AA Meeting
8:00 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Austin Barfknecht
Elaine Beckstrom
Stacy Guetzkow

20
Church Council Mtg
6:30 pm (via Zoom)

Happy Birthday

Emmett Danielson
Sawyer Ritter

21
Worship Online
7:00 pm (Facebook)

Confirmation 
Classes Begin

Happy Birthday

Zackary Eliason

22

Happy Birthday

Sarah Barfknecht
Glen Jorgensen

Nick Neaton
Joy Rundell

23

Happy Birthday

Jill Matson
Nancy Stello

24

Happy Birthday

Vivian Stenson

25  
Worship Online
9:00 am (Facebook)
Outdoor Worship
10:30 am (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Paul Christensen
Jordyn Prigge

26
AA Meeting
8:00 pm

Happy Birthday

Daniel Gjertson
Matt Scanlon
Leif Schmidt

27

Happy Birthday

Dru Illies
Dale Loehrs

Marilyn Weiland

28
Worship Online
7:00 pm (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Allison Neaton
Mary Sloan

29 30

Happy Birthday

Scott Phearman
Stephanie Semeja

31

Happy Birthday

Matthew Gallus

October 2020WATERTOWN, MINNESOTA  |  www.trin.org
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SIGN UP FOR EMAIL  
UPDATES FROM TRINITY  
Stay up to date with what’s going 
on at Trinity Lutheran Church.  
Sign up for email updates to 
receive eNewsletters and other 
church-wide announcements. 
Subscribe to Email Updates on our 
website www.trin.org.

Celebrating First Communion
Some of Trinity’s young people learned about the Lord’s Supper at their  
“First Communion Workshop” in the Trinity Parking Lot last month, followed 
by receiving their first communion with their families at our Outdoor 
Communion event on September 13. Congratulations!


