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Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Disneyland 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty, the One who brings us peace in the midst 

of the storm. Amen. 

 

And the storm continues, doesn't it? Last Friday night the "Shelter in Place" order took 

effect, calling us all to simply stay home as much as humanly possible, except for 

necessary outings like going to the doctor, to the pharmacy, to the grocery store. I’ve 

been asked what this order means for us here at Trinity. Well, on the one hand, it 

means there is no “business as usual” here — all of our normal onsite activities have 

been suspended, including worship, of course. We’re only open here a couple hours 

each morning to allow people to drop off donations of food or other items, and, of 

course, we’re open so folks can drop off their financial gifts and offerings. (Thank you 

very much to all of you who are dropping them off, mailing them in, or finding us 

online to donate.) 

 

Otherwise our ministry continues, on our phones and on our computers and through 

services like this, as we learn how to “be church” together in new ways. And we keep 

moving forward through this stormy season. We also keep moving forward through 

this Lenten season. Yes, in spite of all the chaos, in spite of all the anxiety, in spite of all 

the grief, we’re still in the season of Lent -- which is pretty fitting, actually, since Lent is 



a season of chaos, anxiety, and grief. Did you hear the reading from the Gospel just 

now? Everything seems to be going fine for Jesus, until he pulls his closest friends in to 

him, and he reminds them again (this is the third time he’s said this) that “the Son of 

Man will be handed over to the chief priests, and they will condemn him; they will 

mock him, and spit on him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise again.” They 

miss the “rise again” part at the end, of course, and only hear the harsh words, 

especially when everything seems to be going so well. All their hopes and dreams of a 

Messiah rescuing them are being fulfilled. Jesus is healing people, bringing comfort, 

making everyone feel good about themselves. But they haven’t learned yet that Jesus 

didn't just come to make people feel good about themselves. Jesus is about to usher in 

a new day, turn everything around, turn it all upside down, so that they learn that life 

isn’t just about the fleeting feeling of being happy. Life is about finding a deeper peace, 

a deeper hope, a deeper joy in  celebrating each simple moment, just by being 

together, and sharing what we have with others. 

 

About twenty years ago, when my kids were younger, their mother and I thought it 

was time to take the big plunge and take the kids to Disneyland. It was no small thing 

to put that trip together, including saving up all of our pennies that year to make it 

happen. Which was fine, but it meant we gave up a lot of the other things we normally 

would do in the summer, smaller trips and other outings. So we spent a lot of time at 

home that summer, played out in the yard, took walks around town... I remember one 

day that we all rode our bikes to the park for a picnic and sat under a tree to eat our 

bologna sandwiches. Very exciting!  

 

Well, the trip to Disneyland was great, it was beautiful, it came off without a hitch. And 

then we got to the end of the summer and school was about to begin. I was putting my 



daughter to bed one night — she was about ten years old — and I asked her, “So 

Hannah, what was the best part of the summer for you?” Silly question. I knew the 

answer. I just wanted to hear her say it. She thought for a minute, and then she said, 

“Well, the whole summer was fun... But... you know that time that we rode our bikes 

to the park... and had that picnic... under the tree... with our bologna sandwiches? Yah, 

THAT was the best part of the summer.” WHAT? The park? The picnic? The bologna 

sandwiches? Didn't she know what we went through to get to Disneyland? But that 

only lasted a moment. Because as I looked at her, I knew that she was right. Don’t get 

me wrong, I’m not knocking Disneyland. I’m just saying... The most important things in 

life are often the simplest, the most ordinary, the stuff that is there right in front of our 

eyes, if we only open our eyes long enough to see them.  

 

I know this “Shelter in Place" order means that there’s a lot we can’t do right now. But 

there are still a lot of simple things we can do. Let me read this part to you from the 

order: During this “Shelter in Place”, individuals may engage in outdoor activities, like 

walking, hiking, running, biking, hunting, or fishing, while still remaining at least six 

feet apart. 

 

There is no question that this is a hard time. There is so much that we cannot do right 

now. But there is also so much that we can do. We can get outside. We can move our 

bodies. We can SWAG (you know, Smile, Wave, And Greet our neighbors). And we can 

also remember what our children already know. Life isn’t about the big things. It’s 

about the little things, the small things, the simple things that we do 

together. Remember what Jesus said after all the horrible things are going to happen 

to the Son of Man? He said, “And after three days, he will rise.” Jesus will rise, and we 

will, too. By the power of God, we will, too. Amen. 


