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Being Church in New Ways
Every year at this time we roll out our plans for 
the new program year – Worship, Children’s 
Ministry, Youth Ministry, Music Ministry, 
Confirmation, Outreach, and everything 
else that we are so proud of here at Trinity. 
This year, with all the unpredictability and 
uncertainty, that roll out certainly looks a bit 
different, but make no mistake – EVERYTHING 
we’ve done for the past 162 years as a 
congregation will continue to STAY STRONG 
into the next year, even if it looks different.

WORSHIP will stay strong, both on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
evenings. CHILDREN’S MINISTRY will stay strong, as we reach out to the 
youngest among us with the love of Jesus. YOUTH MINISTRY will stay strong, 
as we continue to connect with our High School students. MUSIC MINISTRY 
will stay strong, not only in our worship services, but as we stay connected 
with all our bands, choirs, and musicians. CONFIRMATION will stay strong, 
teaching in large groups and conversing in small groups on Wednesday 
nights. OUTREACH will stay strong, as we “reach in” to our own members 
while also “reaching out” to the community.

Please stay tuned to all the new ways that we will continue to “be church 
in new ways” in the coming year! And please remember to... Stay calm, stay 
connected, and shine on!

~ God’s Peace, Pastor Engholm

the pastor
from



2

AT TRINITY LUTHERAN?What’s Happening

Worship services are streamed 
LIVE on Facebook each 

Sunday at 9:00 am 
& Wednesday at 7:00 pm

Worship videos will be available on YouTube and 
at www.trin.org/sermons the following day.

www.trin.org

Joyce Harding, Minister of Music

Does the name “Father Michael Joncas” sound 
familiar to you? As a Lutheran you may think that 
a Catholic priest wouldn’t have much influence 
on us and our Lutheran worship. However, Father 
Michael Joncas wrote one of our favorite hymns, 
“On Eagles’ Wings.”  

He has, in fact, written hundreds of songs, and 
when the pandemic hit in March, he wrote 
another song to help people get through these 
uncertain times. Using Psalm 23 as his inspiration, 
he wrote “Shelter Me.”  The refrain lyrics are this:

 O shelter me, O shelter me, 
The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 
O shelter me, o shelter me, 
All will be well if only you will shelter me.

You don’t need me to tell you the pandemic is still 
with us. We were learning to live with it, but now 
school has started. Many of us are feeling more 
anxious again. Perhaps other matters are casting 
more darkness on you. We don’t all agree on 
everything. But we do have one thing in common.   
We all want our children and grandchildren to 
be safe. It’s not just you and me. It’s every parent 
and grandparent and neighbor around the globe.  
That’s one thing we can all agree on.  

“Shelter Me” was written to comfort us. It is a 
gift to all of us. If you are having a difficult time, 
or looking for a prayer, psalm, or hymn, listen to 
Fr. Michael Joncas’ song, “Shelter Me.”  Here is an 
internet link: https://youtu.be/F3KifN7Jfpc

Stay calm. Stay connected. Shine on!

a Note from 

Join Us for Outdoor Communion
Sunday, September 13  |  10:00 - 11:00 am
Trinity Parking Lot

Following our regular worship service ONLINE at 9:00 am, 
you are invited to gather in the Trinity Parking Lot for 
communion, either at “Drive Up” or “Walk Up” stations, 
between 10:00 am & 11:00 am.

If you join us for Outdoor Communion, be sure to:

   •  Bring your good health
   •  Bring your facemask
   •  Bring your best social distancing techniques
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Dear Trinity Lutheran Faith Family,
 
It has been five months since the church council made the 
decision to move worship and other gatherings online. 
Since that time we have been gradually allowing groups 
to meet onsite (mostly outdoors) even as we continue to 
gather primarily online. You should also know that the 
Church Council, Staff, COVID Response Team, and other 
leadership teams have continued to meet regularly during 
this time to carry on with the ministries of the church.

As the school year begins, we continue to evaluate 
Trinity’s fall ministries based on the guidelines provided 
by federal, state, and local leaders, along with the pastoral 
leadership of the ELCA, all of whom are working to keep 
us safe during this global pandemic. In the meantime, 
please know that the ministries of Trinity continue as we 
learn to be church in a new way! We are carrying on with 
various ministries for the members of the congregation, 
community, and beyond, including:

Please watch for a survey that the Church Council is 
sending out this fall in order to gather input from the 
congregation. THANK YOU for your faithful prayers, your 
steady presence, and your ongoing financial support for 
the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church! Stay Calm, Stay 
Connected, and Shine On!

Trinity Worships Outdoors on a Beautiful Summer Morning

•   The Trinity Garden is exploding with tomatoes, 
beans, carrots, and other items that are being 
donated to the Watertown Food Shelf.

•   Trinity’s “Covid Crusaders” are delivering cards 
and flowers on a regular basis

•   Trinity’s “Virtual Vacation Bible School” was a 
rousing success in July.

•   Our Intern, Jacob Ulland, is learning about church 
leadership at Trinity while he carries on with his 
studies at Luther Seminary.

•   Our online worship services on Sunday mornings 
and Wednesday evenings continue to reach out 
to an ever growing community of faith within the 
borders of Watertown and beyond.

•   The Royals Room at the Elementary School is 
gearing up for another year and is seeking Trinity’s 
help in securing donations of school supplies and 
shelf stable food (cereal bars, granola bars, apple 
sauce pouches, pretzels, other healthy snack 
foods, cereal, etc.)

•   We recently held a 4 week study on a book called, 
“White Fragility”, which brought many insights to 
our work with racial justice. 

•   Our COVID Response Team continues to make 
ministry recommendations based on the work 
of the Center for Disease Control, the Minnesota 
Department of Health, the Minneapolis Area 
Synod, and other organizations who bring 
wisdom, patience, and expertise to these matters.  

•   Our Church Council continues to meet twice 
a month to discuss, evaluate, and implement 
ministry plans based on our top three goals as a 
congregation: 1) Being church in new ways,  
2) Discovering God’s presence in our daily lives,  
3) Reaching out to those living in poverty.

Thank you to our music leaders and all those who attended the service on August 30.
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NEWSCongregational
COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

FINANCIAL REPORT

General Fund summary for  
July 2020
$37,916.67 is needed each month to 
meet the approved budget of $455,000. 

Beginning balance 7/1/2020 
   $ 41,944.21
General Fund income: $   29,038.78
General Fund expenses: $   34,219.65
Net balance (July): - $     5,180.87

General Fund balance as of 7/31/2020:  
 $  36,763.34

Year-to date general fund  INCOME 
exceeds EXPENSES by $51,317.91.

This amount includes having used 
$40,800 from the PPP loan for May and 
June payroll. 

Building Fund expenses:
Loan interest payment: $  1,364.80
Loan principal payment: $  3,584.20

Mortgage loan balance:   $ 433,150.85

Cash Summary
Bremer: $ 98,807.35
(includes $2,728.16 for Jul. federal withholding 
and $26,936 in hail damage receipts)
Citizen’s Building Fund: $ 179,394.16

M/S/C  Kari Olson /  Nancy Pickering /  carried

MINISTRY REPORT 

Parish Health last met in February.  
Activities since have generally been 
put on hold. However, the community 
garden is producing beans and tomatoes 
that the food shelf is grateful to be able 
to offer to their clients.  

OLD BUSINESS

Team Updates: 
•  Covid Crusaders – Providing fresh 

flowers to shut-ins. Sent out another 
round of notes. Looking for additional 
activities to keep connected.  

•  Covid Response Team – No updates 
since last meeting. Team is meeting as 
needed and no requests or changes 
have required meeting.    

•  Internship Committee – Third meeting 
has been held following the agenda 
from Luther Seminary. Meetings have 
been going well.  

Follow up on the Appointment of 
Congregational officers – responsibility 
for handling harassment / discrimination 
complaints & investigations  
•  Bill Whitehead had agreed to a 3 year 

term to begin with.  
•  Carol Murray is continuing to follow up 

with a potential female representative 
for the open 2 year position.  

Update on Property Improvement 
Projects 
•  Small improvements have been made 

to the parsonage to prepare for the 
new renters in September.  

•  Continued Nylunda bell conversation.  
•  Discussion on additional principal 

payments on mortgage loan. Need to 
collect more information to discuss at 
next month’s council meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS

Updated Communication to the 
Congregation 
•  Plan to send out a letter to update the 

congregation on activities. 
•  Working on a survey to gather 

information on indoor worship and 
potentially other activities. Surveys 
could be expected this Fall.  

August 18, 2020

Funeral

Virginia Scanlon
November 19, 1942 ~ August 5, 2019

Graveside Service on
August 6, 2020

Faith Formation News
In light of our recent staff changes, 
and also in light of all the changes 
regarding COVID related issues this 
fall, we’re delaying the start of our 
Fall Formation Activities for a few 
weeks. Thanks for your patience 
while we get our house in order, our 
ducks in a row, and our plans lined 
up. But stay tuned — the best is yet 
to come! Shine on!

Staff Transition News
Sarah Tronnes has recently resigned 
her position as Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator at Trinity. Many thanks 
to you, Sarah, for your work this past 
year sharing God’s light and love 
with our kids, parents, teachers, and 
congregation. God Bless!



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Church Council Mtg
6:30 pm (via Zoom)

2
Worship Online
7:00 pm (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Jack Brueggemeier
Denyalle Hembroff

Kathryn Hoover
Gavin Marquette

John Mueller
Alex Phearman
Peder Rumrill

3

Happy Birthday

Logan Matson

4

Happy Birthday

Sarah Chellen
Noah Isakson
Scott Isakson
Allison Kind

Janice Peterson

5

6        
Worship Online
9:00 am (Facebook)

7  
Labor Day
Church Office Closed

Happy Birthday

Tim Kirkman
Andrew McCain
Brenda Reardon

Claire Sieling

8 9
Worship Online
7:00 pm (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Mary Beck
Shelby Mueller

10

Happy Birthday

Jennifer Helmbrecht

11 12

Happy Birthday

Gina Phearman
Victoria Trombley

13    
Worship Online
9:00 am (Facebook)
Outdoor  
Communion (Onsite)
10:00 - 11:00 am
Trinity Parking Lot

14  
Trinity Book Club
6:30 pm
AA Meeting
8:00 pm

15  
Church Council Mtg
6:30 pm (via Zoom)

Happy Birthday

Liz Anderson

16
Worship Online
7:00 pm (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Susan Engholm
Clyde Stieve

17

Happy Birthday

Leighton Hirsch
Kurt Klitzke

David Wandersee

18 19

20 
Worship Online
9:00 am (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Griffin Guetzkow
Diane Holmes

Kate Illies
Roger Kamann

Michael Matson
Mark Sandquist

21
AA Meeting
8:00 pm

22

Happy Birthday

Mary Beth Hill
Sydney Hules

23
Worship Online
7:00 pm (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Al Barfknecht
Betty Brabec

Debora Christensen
Kirstin Klitzke

JoAnn Lohmann

24

Happy Birthday

Raymond Gersema
Melissa Gruette

25

Happy Birthday

Paige Haller
William Whitehead

26

Happy Birthday

Jake Rosholt

27  
Worship Online
9:00 am (Facebook)
Outdoor Worship
10:30 am (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Alaia Lopez, Linda Stieve
Paige & Payton Trombley,

Jennifer Tufte

28
AA Meeting
8:00 pm

Happy Birthday

Alyson Blakstad
Megan Vargo

29

Happy Birthday

Curt Christensen
Brett Leaf

Denice Widmer

30
Worship Online
7:00 pm (Facebook)

Happy Birthday

Jackson Paschke
Curt Sandquist
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60 Pounds of Produce and Counting!
This has been a banner year for the Trinity Giving Garden!  Now 
in it’s third year, we are finally realizing the dream of providing 
healthy vegetables to our neighbors in Watertown though the 
Friends for Life Food Shelf. We have a bumper crop of delicious 
green beans, tomatoes, peppers and carrots to donate. 
 
On a recent vegetable drop off, I had the opportunity to visit with 
someone who was waiting for her husband to come out with 
their food. She shared a story of moving her family to Minnesota 
from California last fall. They were able to purchase a home, get 
their kids enrolled in the great Watertown-Mayer schools and 
found jobs in their respective fields. Due to COVID, her husband’s 
employment has been unstable and they’ve found themselves 
needing the extra support. She was so grateful to get a bag of 
fresh green beans as a part of her groceries. 
 
Albeit small, the Trinity Giving Garden is making a difference in 
the life our friends and neighbors in Watertown. If you have extra 
produce that you would like to donate to the food shelf, they are 
open Mondays 6 pm – 8 pm, Tuesdays & Fridays 9 am – 12 pm.  

A big shout out to Allyson Thomson, Cindy Essen and her friend 
Brenda for their work in this endeavor and to Gina Phearman for 
donating the awesome tomato and pepper plants! 

PARISH
HealthMatters

The monthly column from Trinity’s Parish Health Ministry Team


