
 

 

 

Wednesday, June 17, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Galatians 5, Gentleness 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty, the One who calls us in powerful, yet 

gentle, ways. Amen. 

 

It's campfire worship, and we continue to move through the fruits of the Spirit — love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, and now tonight, GENTLENESS. 

In the midst of COVID-19, we are called to be gentle. In the midst of civil unrest after 

the death of George Floyd, we are called to be gentle. In the midst of all the 

uncertainties of life, we are called to be gentle.  

 

It sounds impossible to me. It sounds impossible, because how do we sit idly by when 

so much is happening? How do we manage meekly through all the changes due to the 

physical distancing we are doing these days? How do we ignore the injustice of a 

defenseless man who is killed in broad daylight? How are we idle in all of this? How are 

we meek in all of this? How do we ignore all of this? Because isn’t that what it means 

to be gentle? To be meek? To be weak? To be soft? To be idle? Or might gentle mean 

something else?  

 

In the book of Genesis, back in the very beginning, we read that “God created the 

heavens and the earth, and the Spirit of God hovered over the waters.” The Spirit of 

God was there. Hovering. You know, just hovering. Floating. Keeping watch. Paying 



attention. Being intentional. God’s gentle spirit was there. Was it meek? Was it weak? 

Was it soft? Was it idle? Hardly. It might have been quiet. It might have been silent. 

But it wasn’t meek or weak or soft. The beauty and grandeur of all creation was about 

to be born out of that gentle, powerful Spirit.  

 

Later on, when God’s people were heading for the Promised Land in the most 

important event in the Old Testament, the EXODUS, God’s pillar of light led them On 

their way. It wasn’t a noisy light. It wasn’t a loud light. It was a gentle light that led 

God’s people. It was a gentle light, but it wasn’t meek, it wasn’t weak, it wasn’t soft. 

God’s people would be led into a new life by a gentle, powerful light. 

 

Years later, when Jesus arrived on the scene, he was born on a gentle, silent night. He 

lived a gentle, peaceful life. He taught people about the gentle love of God, which 

somehow got him in trouble, and he eventually died a violent, silent death. But then, 

after three days of silence in a grave, Jesus rose — gently, quietly, bravely, and 

returned to his disciples and his ministry in a gentle, powerful way. 

 

Just because something is seen as gentle doesn’t mean that it’s not powerful. Out here 

in Watertown, Minnesota, we live on the edge of the prairie. We’re barely a five 

minute drive from farms and fields full of life and growth. But as I drove by those fields 

last spring when the seeds were first planted in the ground, do you know how loud 

they were? They were silent. And as I drive past those farms and fields now, do you 

know how loud they are? They’re silent. And later in the fall, when they’re bursting 

with life waiting to be harvested, do you know how loud they will be? They will be 

silent. All that life, all that power, all of it bursting out... Silently. Powerfully. Gently. 

Just like us. Being gentle doesn’t mean being weak. Being gentle simply means letting 

life take hold of us and lead us on. Just like that gentle Spirit was hovering over the 



waters with power, just like that gentle Spirit led God’s people to freedom during the 

EXODUS, and just like that gentle Spirit led Jesus to share new life in powerful ways.  

And now that same Spirit of Gentleness leads us on. In the midst of COVID-19, we are 

called to be gentle. In the midst of civil unrest after the death of George Floyd, we are 

called to be gentle. In the midst of all the uncertainties of life, we are called to be 

gentle.  

 

We are called to be gentle, but not in a meek and mild way, not in a weak and tired 

way. God’s Spirit of Gentleness leads us on quietly, faithfully, and fiercely, bringing 

peace and justice and hope and joy, with all the gentle power of God.  

Amen. 

 

 


