
A New Day Coming
Dear Trinity Friends and Family,

There’s a new day coming. No, I’m not talking 
about the return to in-person worship inside 
our church building. No, I’m not talking about 
the lowering numbers of the coronavirus in 
our midst. What I’m talking about is bigger 
than all of that. I’m talking about this: The 
Lord is risen! The Lord is risen indeed!

As people of faith, we know that our life comes from God alone, and God 
alone fills us with light and peace and hope and joy. Yes, it does certainly 
help that we will soon be gathering together with less fear, with less worry, 
and with less anxiety. But think about this past year, and how God has been 
with us even in the midst of the pandemic, even in the darkest days of the 
darkest winter anyone can remember. 

At one of our Cottage Meetings we held over the past month, we were 
talking about the fact that even in the worst part of the pandemic, God was 
with us. And now that we’re on the homestretch, we can even be grateful 
for how we’ve grown over the past year. One person actually said, “Maybe 
it’s even a blessing that this happened.”  Wow, think about that. Have you 
found a blessing buried inside this past year? I know I have. Among other 
things, I’m realizing the power of God’s presence in my life, and that God is 
now going to use this past year to launch us into an even greater new year 
ahead. The Lord is risen! The Lord is risen indeed!

God’s Peace, Pastor Engholm
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Find links to Trinity’s Online Worship at
www.trin.org

Parking Lot
Communion

& Coffee

Holy Week & Easter
Join Trinity for worship

Maundy Thursday, April 1
Worship Online at 7:00 pm

Good Friday, April 2
Worship Online at 7:00 pm

Easter Sunday, April 4
Worship Online at 9:00 am

Outdoor Worship at 10:30 am

Parking Lot Communion & Coffee
Sundays beginning in April
This spring, Trinity will offer a weekly outdoor coffee 
hour (coffee provided!) following our online worship 
service on Sunday mornings. Beginning in April, stop 
by the church parking lot between 10:00 - 11:00 am 
each Sunday for coffee and conversation. Communion 
will continue to be offered on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month during this time. 

In-Person worship will begin on 
Sunday, May 30 (Memorial Day Weekend)

Watch for more information coming soon.

Easter Prayer Tree Project
As signs of new life appear all around us this Easter 
season, you are invited to be a part of our Easter 
Prayer Tree Project. Simply send us your prayers of 
gratitude, joy, sorrow, or hope, and we will place them 
on the tree that has been the backdrop of our online 
services all year long. You can pick up your “Prayer 
Leaf” at Trinity during the weekday mornings when 
the office is open, and they will also be available 
during our “Parking Lot Coffee” times each Sunday 
morning. You may also send your prayer by email to 
trinityoffice@trin.org and we will write it down for you 
on a prayer leaf. Thanks for your prayers!

Pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. 

~ Ephesians 6:18

Easter Prayer Tree Project
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Coming Up for 
Trinity Children’s Ministry

National Coffee Cake Day
Wednesday, April 7  |  7:30 am

It’s National Coffee Cake Day! Let’s meet in the 
parking lot at 7:30 am for yummy coffee cake, warm 
coffee, and a morning devotion.  

Prayer Labyrinth
Monday, April 12  |  6:00 pm

Prayer is always a good thing! Hopefully, your 
Lent was filled with meaningful prayer practices. 
Continue that deep prayer life in fun and interesting 
ways. We will meet at the Labyrinth in Delano (on 
Hwy 12 across from Peppermint Twist) at 6:00 pm 
for a time of outdoor prayer and connection. Come 
and go as your schedule allows.

Earth Day Walk/Run
Thursday, April 22  |  6:00 am

Happy Earth Day! Get outside today and enjoy 
celebrating this beautiful sphere that God has 
created! Meet at the Luce Line trailhead on Paul 
Ave near the Elementary School at 6:00 am. We 
will start our time together with a devotion. Then, 
you can choose if you want to take off on a run 
with the runners or a walk with the walkers. All are 
welcome! If it doesn’t work in your schedule to join 
at that time, just make a conscious effort to get 
outside today and do something that shows your 
admiration for the Earth and all it gives to us! 

Outdoor Movie at Trinity!
Friday, April 30  |  7:00 pm

Join us on the lawn at Trinity to watch “The Greatest 
Showman!” Bring your lawnchair or blanket, settle 
in to your spot on the grass, feast on some popcorn, 
and get set for an evening of entertainment. This 
event will be weather permitting. $2 per person to 
help cover the cost of supplies.

First Communion
Trinity 5th graders and their parents 
are invited to a workshop to learn 
all about The Lord’s Supper. Meet in 
the Trinity Parking Lot on Monday, 
April 26 at 6:00 pm for the First 
Communion Workshop. Students 
are invited to receive their First 
Communion on Sunday, May 2 at 
Trinity’s Parking Lot Communion.
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
February 16, 2021

FINANCIAL REPORT

About $37,916.67 of income is needed each month to 
meet the approved budget of $455,000.

General Fund summary for February 2021 

Beginning balance 2/1/2021: $ 27,671.02
General Fund income: $ 36,740.26
General Fund expenses: $ 34,747.21
Net balance (February): $ 1,993.05

General Fund balance as of 2/28/2021: $ 29,664.07

Year-to date general fund EXPENSES exceed  
INCOME by $7,020.23.

Building Fund expenses:
Loan interest payment: $ 1,088.50
Loan principal payment: $ 1,248.50
Addt’l principal payment: $ 6,163.00

Mortgage loan balance: $ 336,323.52

Cash Summary:
Bremer: $ 77,204.72
(includes $2,752.36 for Feb. federal withholding and 
$11,955.78 in hail damage receipts)

Citizen’s Building Fund: $ 142,673.69

M/S/C  Nancy Stello / Jodi Boylan / carried

MINISTRY REPORTS:
•   Pastor’s Report: Cottage meetings going well. Many 

congregants mentioned at these meetings that they 
would like to see online worship happen in some 
shape or form. Other commonly mentioned items: 
Online Wednesday worship, “Sunday” School on 
Wednesday night, and a different Sunday morning 
worship schedule.

OLD BUSINESS
•   COVID Crusaders Update: Another flower delivery 

on March 17th was organized.

•   COVID Response Team Update: (See new business)

•   Internship Committee: Jacob is involved in many 
successful programs here at Trinity.

•   Property Committee: Discussion on solution for 
water leak in the church. Coffee maker issues are 
being resolved before providing coffee at outdoor 
coffee hours.

NEW BUSINESS
•   Synod Toolkit Recap: Pastor Jeff attended via Zoom

•   Finances: There are notes that are left in with the 
offering money, and they are almost all positive 
thank you notes addressed to the church.

•   Online Worship Services Opportunities: 
Jodi Boylan is suggesting to incorporate more 
congregation members in the online service. 
Incorporating more musicians, readers, and others to 
the different parts of the church service.

•   Return to In-Person Worship: Kari Olson, COVID 
Response Team Chair, outlined the transition to  
in-person worship: Reservations will be taken; People 
will be ushered in specific spots; Pews will be roped 
off to maintain social distance guidelines; Facemasks 
will be worn; No singing as a congregation. 

Motion made to recommend first in-person 
worship on Memorial Day Weekend. 

M/S/C - Jason Koets, Nancy Pickering / carried

•   April Council Retreat discussion to include 
information gathered from the Cottage Meetings. 
Meeting TBD.

•   Synod Assembly will take place at the end of April 
via Zoom. Eileen Nelson and Jim Sandquist will 
represent Trinity Lutheran at the assembly.
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Are you enjoying Sharing God’s Story 
@ Home? This weekly resource includes 
prayers, conversation starters, and a 
challenge to serve those around you 
that all tie into the week’s readings.
 
Would you like printed copies 
of Sharing Gods Story? Request 
printed copies mailed to you each 
month on our website or by contacting 
the church office at 952-955-1891 or 
trinityoffice@trin.org.

Trinity’s Transition to In-Person Worship
The Covid-19 Response Team has done its homework about a 
safe return to indoor, in-person worship, and the council has 
approved their proposal. Beginning Sunday, May 30, Memorial 
Day Weekend, you are welcome to join us at 9:00 am inside our 
beloved sanctuary for worship. In these ever-changing days 
of the coronavirus pandemic, we thank you for your support 
and partnership in ministry at Trinity. We will continue to 
follow the recommendations of our leading health experts and 
the guidelines set by state officials as we plan the next steps 
towards a post-pandemic normal at Trinity. As we strive to do 
our part to limit the spread of COVID-19, we are encouraged by 
the overall decrease in COVID-19 cases and arrival of effective 
vaccines. State officials recently started to dial back some of the 
restrictions and we are planning to do the same at Trinity.  

Barring any unforeseen circumstances, the Church Council has 
approved a plan proposed by the COVID Response Team to 
resume an in-person worship option on May 30. For some, May 
30 may feel too early. For others, May 30 will feel like a long 
time coming. Having options for indoor, outdoor and online 
worship allows each individual to choose what works best 
for them. As we ease into indoor worship, we will continue to 
follow mask guidelines, physical distancing guidelines and all 
other safety measures set forth by health officials. This a huge 
first step to a “New Beginning” at Trinity.  

The COVID Response Team is working out a plan to assure 
maximum safety for all who choose to worship in person. This 
plan will include taking reservations for worship, sitting in 
assigned seating, keeping social distance, wearing facemasks, 
and not having any congregational singing. More details will be 
shared with the congregation once finalized so you know what 
to expect when you arrive for in-person worship.

Thank you again for your support as we look ahead to being 
physically together again!

~  Trinity COVID Response Team and Church Council

Trinity’s COVID-19 
Response Team

Kari Olson, Chair
Robyn Behrens
Alyson Blakstad
Allison Neaton
Eileen Nelson

Scott Phearman
Jim Sandquist

Trinity College 
Scholarships

Trinity Lutheran Church and 
Trinity Foundation offers several 

college scholarship opportunities 
to Trinity’s graduating seniors 
each year. More information 

and scholarship application are 
available at www.trin.org, under 

Upcoming Events. 

Scholarship applications are 
due by May 1, 2021



WITH TRINTIY STAFFConnecting
Jacob’s

Greetings Trinity Family,

As a seminary student, as a 
Christian, and as part of Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Covid has brought about many 
questions and wonderings for me. Most notably, 
what is the future identity of the church in the 
digital age? Streaming has become a way of life 
for most congregations, platforms like Tik-Tok 
have Christian influencers that young people are 
looking to as they grow their faith, and health 
risks have changed the way we gather together in 
person. What does church look like in the future 
in terms of worship and in terms of community 
and global mission? How do we equip people in 
their faith and build their relationship with God, 
but also serve our neighbors, many of whom are 
invisible in our communities? 

I have been prayerfully considering where God is 
calling us as the church and wondering how we 
balance the sacred nature of worship, but also 
expand beyond our walls, by building bridges 
to our community which may feel left behind by 
society and the church. Jesus rewrote our story 
by helping those the world said were unworthy 
and by dying for us on the cross. How then, can 
we rewrite our story as a church in a post-Covid 
world? I’m looking forward to figuring that out 
together with all of you.

Happy Easter, Jacob Ulland
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Joyce Harding 
Minister of Music

A Note from

I love to listen to a well 
trained, well rehearsed choir. It 
is so worshipful! A beautiful choir 
doesn’t just happen when voices 
gather to sing. It takes much study, discipline, and 
collaboration for it to all that it can be.  

Singers need to be physically fit to carry out long 
phrases. Breathing exercises are done for breath 
control. Years of study in reading music is required.  
Vocal lessons in forming correct vowel sounds, 
articulation, phrasing, dynamics, developing range 
and more are done to produce that beautiful 
sound. All of that required study and discipline.

Then we put those voices together to move the 
sound like a well run machine with many moving 
parts moving together in precision. If one of those 
moving parts is out of sync, the whole machine 
breaks down. That’s collaboration. That’s why 
choirs rehearse together over and over. They 
breath together and move together to make 
beautiful music together. And then when they 
sing together, they worship together.

Here is a capture of the St. Olaf choir recorded by 
someone with a smart phone, sitting off to the 
side. The picture is jittery, there were no recording 
microphones, just the well trained acoustic voices 
of the choir. And still it’s beautiful and worshipful.  

https://youtu.be/8uZ8eRnfxu8

Lenten Outdoor  
Challenge in Photos
Thanks to those who have 
submitted their nature photos 
to be shared on Trinity’s social 
media. Keep them coming in to 
trinityoffice@trin.org and we’ll 
continue to post them through 
the Easter season.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 
MAUNDY THURS
7pm Online Worship

2  
GOOD FRIDAY
7pm Online Worship

Happy Birthday

Kurt Beckstrom, Jack 
Dalluge, Adam Kirkman,

Sarah Ress

3

Happy Birthday

Kari Olson
Samuel Ragner

4 
EASTER SUNDAY   
Worship 
9:00 am Online
10:30 am Outdoors
Outdoor Coffee & 
Communion
10:00 - 11:00 am

Happy Birthday

Amy Kind
Casey Skahaug
Mary Sloneker

5
Book Club 6:30 pm
AA Meeting 8:00 pm

6

Happy Birthday

Cassidy Dinkins

7
Outdoor Ministry 
Coffee Cake Day
7:30 am
Confirmation
6:15 pm - Grade 6
6:30 pm - Grades 7-8
Worship 7pm (Online)
HS Youth Group 7pm
AA Meeting 7:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Brett Gens
Darrel Holmes
Grace Nelson

8

Happy Birthday

Perry Fails
Sydney Lague

David Sloneker

9

Happy Birthday

Willard Johnson

10

Happy Birthday

Jacob Beckstrom

11 
Worship 9am (Online)
God Squad Virtual 
Hangout 9:30 am
Outdoor Coffee 
10:00 - 11:00 am

Happy Birthday

Roger Anderson
Michael Loehrs

Cooper Thomson

12  
Outdoor Ministry 
Prayer Labyrinth
6:00 pm
AA Meeting 8:00 pm

Happy Birthday

Emilie Empting
Cindy Essen

Amanda Hastings

13  

Happy Birthday

Matthew Klein
Nathan Zellmann

14
Confirmation
6:15 pm - Grade 6
6:30 pm - Grades 7-8
Worship 7pm (Online)
HS Youth Group 7pm
AA Meeting 7:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Robert Brabec
Linda Gray
Scot Tatge

15
Finance Committee 
6:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Devin Horsman

16 17

Happy Birthday

Bodil Empting
Mike Haller

Ben Lohmann
Eric Skahaug

Hailey Volkart

18 
Worship 9am (Online)
Parking Lot  
Communion  
10-11 am (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Jena Drews
Tristan Eliason

Cole Koets

19
AA Meeting 8:00 pm

Happy Birthday

Stephen Bolea

20
Church Council Mtg
6:30 pm (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Samantha Klitzke

21
Confirmation
6:15 pm - Grade 6
6:30 pm - Grades 7-8
Worship 7pm (Online)
HS Youth Group 7pm
AA Meeting 7:30 pm

22
Outdoor Ministry 
Earth Day Walk/Run
6:00 am

23

Happy Birthday

Tim Gulbrandson
Carol Murray

24

Happy Birthday

Elaine Mitteness
Eliza Rowan

25
Worship 9am (Online)
Outdoor Coffee 
10:00 - 11:00 am
God Squad  
In-Person Event 
10:00 am (Onsite)

Happy Birthday

Jonah Blakstad
Morgan Roy

26  
First Communion 
Workshop  6:00 pm
AA Meeting 8:00 pm

Happy Birthday

Megan McCain

27 

Happy Birthday

Jacob Schermann
Bernadine Venske

28  
Confirmation
6:15 pm - Grade 6
6:30 pm - Grades 7-8
Worship 7pm (Online)
HS Youth Group 7pm
AA Meeting 7:30 pm

Happy Birthday

Trevor Brabec
Adelle Peterson

29

Happy Birthday

Carrie Williams

30
Outdoor Ministry 
Trinity Movie Night
7:00 pm

Happy Birthday

Lili Bergstrom
Jon Rumrill

Nancy Wandersee
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SIGN UP FOR EMAIL  
UPDATES FROM TRINITY  
Stay up to date with what’s going 
on at Trinity Lutheran Church.  
Sign up for email updates to 
receive eNewsletters and other 
church-wide announcements. 
Subscribe to Email Updates on our 
website www.trin.org.

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday, April 1  |  Online Worship at 7:00 pm
Good Friday, April 2  |  Online Worship at 7:00 pm

Easter Sunday, April 4
Online Worship at 9:00 am
Outdoor Worship at 10:30 am


