
 

 

 

Wednesday, April 29, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Galatians 5, PATIENCE 

 

Grace and peace to you, from God Almighty, the One who grants us patience for the 

road ahead. Amen. 

 

Our journey continues these days... ups and downs, starts and stops, good days and 

bad days. But tonight, we stop for a bit to remember the gifts that God gives us for this 

journey. We’ve already looked at Love, Joy, and Peace over the past few weeks. And so 

tonight we take a look at PATIENCE, probably one of the most needed gifts right now. 

There’s a story in the Bible about the most important event in the Old Testament, the 

EXODUS. In the EXODUS, God chose Moses to lead God’s people to freedom. But it 

wasn’t easy. And it didn’t happen quickly. God worked very patiently with Moses. And 

Moses worked very patiently with God’s people. And Moses worked very patiently 

with Pharaoh, the King, encouraging him to let God’s people go. Finally, the Pharaoh 

did let God’s people go, and they left. But not long after, Pharaoh changed his mind 

and started chasing after God’s people. And then, as the people were being chased, 

they came to a dead end — the Red Sea. And they couldn’t go forward. And they 

couldn’t go backward. So God led Moses to the edge of the waters, God parted the 

waters, and the people marched through the waters to freedom. 

 

Now, if you watch the movies about this, Moses stands high above the water, way back 

on the shore, waves his arms, and the waters part. It’s quite dramatic. And MAYBE 



that’s how it happened. But there’s an old story about this that says it maybe 

happened like this. When they got to the water, Moses stood way back on the shore, 

waved his arms... and nothing happened. So he moved a little closer, down to the edge 

of the water, waved his arms, and nothing happened. So he stepped into the water, 

just up to his ankles. Nothing happened. So Moses walked in a little further, up to his 

knees. Still nothing happened. So he walked in up to his waist. Nothing happened. He 

walked in up to his chest. Nothing happened. He walked in up to his neck. Still nothing 

happened. Finally, he’s about to take one more step in... and the waters finally parted! 

The waters finally opened up, but not from a distance. Moses had to dive in first. 

 

Patience is about waiting for God to act. But waiting for God to act doesn’t mean doing 

nothing. If you’re a student and there’s a test coming up, you pray to God, but you also 

do your studying. If you’re someone who wants a beautiful garden, you pray to God, 

but you also till the ground, plant the seeds, and pull the weeds. If you’re someone 

who wants the warmth of a campfire, you pray to God, but you also go out and find 

the kindling, and the wood, and strike the match. (Unless it’s a campfire like this one...) 

And if you’re someone who wants to move through a global pandemic, you pray to 

God, but you also pay attention, you move slowly, you keep your social distance, and 

you listen to the smartest people—not the LOUDEST people—you listen to the 

smartest people who will help lead us. 

 

We will move ahead. We ARE moving ahead. Slowly. Steadily. Patiently. God is leading 

us ahead. It will be a while before we’re all back here, together, again. But until then, 

we’ll all be together in THIS place, slowly gathering with more and more people, 

wherever we are. Staying safe. Staying calm. Staying connected. And stepping out in 

faith, with patience, as the Lord leads. Amen. 

 


