
 

 

 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

The Bike Ride 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty, the One who calls us to Faithful Living and 

Changing Lives. Amen. 

 

And how is it going for you tonight, in your Faithful Living that is Changing Lives? Are 

you taking it one day at a time? One hour at a time? One MINUTE at a time? Maybe 

you’re still going off to work in the morning. Maybe you’re trying to work from home. 

Maybe you’re home with your kids, trying to keep an eye on them while still trying to 

get something else done. Maybe you’re a kid yourself who is home, enjoying the time 

away from school, but this break does seem a little different from other breaks. And 

maybe you’re just someone who’s trying to make sense of all of this, just like the rest 

of us. 

 

Of course, there is no “making sense” of this. It was just ten days ago that we had our 

last service here together, physically, in our Worship Center that was full of people. But 

even then we knew that things might be changing, so we decided to try this 

newfangled “Facebook Live” thing at the second service. This was at 10:00 that 

morning. A half hour later we were on the air and broadcasting out over the internet. 

And it’s been like that ever since, taking things minute by minute, figuring out new 

ways to worship, to connect with people, to receive our offerings, to continue to be a 



beacon of light here in the Watertown community. My guess is that you’ve been doing 

the same thing, figuring out how to stay at home, figuring out how NOT to go out so 

much, figuring out life in this crazy time. 

 

There’s so much happening all around us, new information about this pandemic is 

coming at us all the time! And most of us don’t even know what the word “pandemic” 

really means? Right? We think it means destruction and devastation, because that’s 

what it feels like right now. But, just to be clear, that’s not what it means. The front 

part, “pan”, simply means “all” and the word “demic” just means “disease”. A 

"pandemic" is a disease that’s going to spread far and wide, covering almost the whole 

land, which is what we're seeing right now. And it’s serious, no question about that. 

But most people who get it will get over it, they will recover from it. And so, in the 

meantime, while this pandemic is moving through our communities, we deal with 

another word that starts with “pan” — PANDEMONIUM! Yes, we deal with the 

pandemonium that’s happening all over. 

 

And so, we continue to walk together, to move ahead, as one people, together. But I 

have to admit, it’s hard to look too far ahead when there’s so much craziness going on 

right now. And yet, if we focus in ONLY on this current moment, we lose sight of where 

we’re headed in the long run. 

 

I remember when I was a boy and I was just learning how to ride a bike. It was hard. 

You’ve got the pedaling and the steering and the balancing, and you’ve got to do all 

that at the same time. The pedaling... The steering... The balancing... It’s hard to keep 

track of all that. The pedaling... The steering... The balancing... But I eventually got it. 

And so one summer evening my family and I all went for a bike ride downtown to the 



Pizza House. And it was my first time out on a long ride like that, riding with the rest of 

my family, actually riding out on the street with the big folks. But I couldn’t ride as well 

as they did, you know -- they had mastered the combination of the pedaling and the 

steering and the balancing, but I had to think about it. Every second. And I had to focus 

on what I was doing. The pedaling. The steering. The balancing. With all my 

concentration. Head down. Making sure I was doing everything just right. And we 

weren’t two blocks away from our house when my bike and I went “CRUNCH” and hit a 

full stop as I rode my bike right into the back end of a parked car. "What’s going on?! 

How did this happen?! I was doing everything right!!" Well, yes, I was doing everything 

right, except for the one little detail of looking up, looking ahead, and watching where I 

was going. 

 

I know that the Bible says, “Don't worry about tomorrow, there are enough worries for 

today.” And I believe that. When it comes to worries, there are enough for today. But 

the Bible never says, “Don’t think about tomorrow. Don’t plan for tomorrow. Don’t 

hope for tomorrow.” That’s not in there anywhere. Of course you’re supposed to think 

and plan and hope for tomorrow. It’s called having a vision of where you’re going, a 

vision of where God is leading you, a vision of what the road looks like up ahead. You 

need to keep your head up and have that longer vision, beyond what’s just around 

you, otherwise you’ll ride your bike right into the back end of a parked car. 

Psalm 23 says, “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil.” Why? 

Because the Lord is with me. To lead me. To guide me. To help me keep my head up to 

see the longer road ahead through the darkness and into the light. 

 

There’s one more word that begins the same way as “pandemic” and “pandemonium”. 

That word is “panorama”. It means having the “whole view”, the “wide view”, the 



“long view” ahead. May God give us all the vision of the panorama as God leads us on 

into the new day that's ahead.  

Amen. 


