
 

 

 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Trinity Sunday 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty — the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Good day. And welcome to Trinity Sunday here at Trinity Lutheran Church. Yes, they’ve 

named a Sunday after this congregation — isn’t that something? Well, no not really. 

Actually, it’s the other way around. Once a year, on Trinity Sunday, we remember the 

foundation of our faith as it comes to us through the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It’s 

about the Father, the Creator of all things. It’s about the Son, Jesus the Christ. And it’s 

about the Holy Spirit, the Holy Comforter who sets us free. Father, Son, and Spirit. 

Creator, Christ, and Comforter. Even in the midst of a global pandemic, even in the 

midst of economic uncertainty, and even in the midst of civil unrest, we pause for a 

moment to think just for a bit about how our God is present in all of those situations, 

along with everything else going on in our lives. Because even in the midst of all of 

that, our lives go on. 

 

And so we think about the Trinity today, how God comes to us as Father, Son, and 

Spirit... Creator, Christ, and Counselor... And we think of it not so much as a mystery to 

be solved, but as a reality to be lived. And so we think about GOD THE FATHER, the 

One who comes to us with a gift. The gift of creation. The gift of the heavens and the 



earth. The gift of life. And we think of GOD THE SON, the One who shows us how to 

use that gift of creation, how to share the gift of life. And we think of GOD THE SPIRIT, 

the One who empowers us to use that gift of creation, to share that gift of life, with 

those around us. 

 

That's the pattern of the Trinity. That's the rhythm of the Trinity. That's the dance of 

the Trinity. In the Creator, God comes to us with life. In Christ, God shows us how to 

live that life. In the Spirit, God gives us the power to live that life. In the great mystery 

of the Trinity, it's actually not a mystery at all.  

 

Just look at today's story. Jesus has lived his life, he's died on a cross, he's risen from 

the grave, and now he comes back to launch his disciples who will carry out the 

ministry of God in their own ways. And the pattern of the Trinity is right there. In the 

power of the Creator, Jesus stands before them with life -- "Here I am!" In the power of 

the Christ, Jesus shows them how to live that life in peace and forgiveness -- “Peace be 

with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And in the power of the Spirit, 

Jesus literally breathes on them (That's what the word "spirit" literally means -- breath, 

wind, air.) Jesus breathes on them and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven; if you embrace anyone, they will be embraced.” 

That's the story from the Bible today, and it's the stories of our lives today, right? In 

the midst of the current chaos of COVID-19 and all the civil unrest, the pattern of the 

Trinity is right here among us. In the power of the CREATOR, Jesus stands before us 

with life -- Here I am! In the power of the CHRIST, Jesus shows us how to live that life in 

peace and forgiveness, embracing one another. And in the power of the SPIRIT, Jesus 

breathes on us with the breath of the Spirit and empowers us for our life together. 



What has God been showing you lately in the pattern of the Trinity? What gift has God 

the Creator been giving you? How has God in Christ been showing you how to use that 

gift? How has God the Spirit been empowering you to use that gift? Here's what's been 

happening here with me. A while back I stumbled upon this gift downstairs in one of 

the basement closets here at church. It was all folded up into it's own carrying case -- I 

thought it was a tool box! But when I opened it up, I found out that it's actually a 

portable pump organ! Look, a gift of the CREATOR! But this gift isn't going to play itself, 

right? It needs the hands of CHRIST, THESE hands, to play the keyboard. [PRESS THE 

KEYS] But look, when I press the keys, nothing happens! Oh, that's right, it needs the 

power of the SPIRIT, the wind of the Spirit, the breath of the spirit moving through it to 

make a sound -- like this! 

 

Do you need an image of the Trinity? This is it right here! The Creator's gift of the 

organ, Christ's gift in these hands, the Spirit's gift of the wind blowing through, all 

coming together at once. Just like in your life. The CREATOR is bringing gifts to you 

every day. CHRIST is at work in YOUR HANDS, showing you how to use that gift. And 

the SPIRIT is empowering you with every breath you take to use God's gifts in your life.  

Today, on this Holy Trinity Sunday, we discover again how God is with us every day, 

calling us out, and moving us forward by the power of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

Creator, Christ, and Comforter, all to the glory of God.  

Amen. 

 


