
 

 

 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Rivers of Living Waters 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty, the One who brings rivers of living water 

to our lives. Amen. 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Watertown, Minnesota sits right on the banks of the south 

fork of the Crow River -- the river actually runs right through the middle of town, right 

through the heart of our downtown business district. You cannot live in Watertown, 

Minnesota, without being affected by the river. I mean, the name of our city is literally, 

“Water-town”. 

 

This summer, all summer long, we’re going to be looking at stories from the Bible 

about water and lakes and oceans and rivers, and we’re going to let those stories of 

the waters of life speak right to us. For instance, there's a great line in the Bible where 

Jesus says, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink, because as it is written, 

“Out of the believer’s heart will flow rivers of living water.” 

 

There’s a great song about this that we’re going to be singing all summer long, and I 

want to teach it to you today. The first part goes like this: “The river of God sets our 

feet a-dancing.” Try that with me: “The river of God sets our feet a-dancing.” Good! It’s 

true. The river of God does set our feet a-dancing, a-moving, a-walking. How many 



stories are there about God’s people walking, moving, dancing from one place to 

another? Remember the most important event in the Old Testament, the EXODUS, 

where God led God’s people out of slavery in Egypt and into a new life in the Promised 

Land? God led them by walking with them right through the waters of the Red Sea and 

into a new beginning. And then there's another story, many years later, when Jesus 

was with his disciples, and he actually walked on water in the middle of a storm to 

reach his disciples who were sitting scared in the boat. The Bible doesn’t come right 

out and say it, but I’m going to guess that after Jesus walked to them on the water and 

calmed their fears on that stormy sea, they returned to shore not just with their feet a-

walking, but with their feet a-dancing. “The river of God sets our feet a-dancing.” 

But the song goes on: “The river of God fills our hearts with cheer.” Try that with me: 

“The river of God fills our hearts with cheer.” It’s not only our feet that are set to 

dancing, but our hearts are filled with cheer by the river of God that brings new life to 

all creation. Remember the story of Noah in the Bible? God used water to wash away 

the old and make everything new again, creating clean hearts in all people. And 

remember the story of Jesus and his baptism? God used Jesus as an example of how 

God used water to wash away the old and make everything new again. And not just 

back in Jesus’ day, but in our day, too. When we are baptized, God uses water to wash 

away the old and make us new again — you can even see it right here with this “water” 

of new life flowing out of the baptismal font, creating new hearts in us, filling our 

hearts with cheer. Try that line once more with me: “The river of God fills our hearts 

with cheer.”  

 

But the song still goes on. Not only does the river of God set our feet a-dancing, not 

only does the river of God fill our hearts with cheer, the river of God fills our mouths 

with laughter. Try that with me: “The river of God fills our mouths with laughter.” 



That’s right! Remember the story at the very beginning of the Bible, we read that the 

Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. The Spirit of God was hovering over the 

waters, and then God began creating light and land and plants and animals... And after 

each thing that was created, God said it was very good. Now, do you think God just 

said it very serious and somber like? “Yes, that is good.” Or did God say it like this: 

“YES, THAT IS GOOD!” Is that how you say it, when you’ve just had a piece of your 

favorite pie, or you’ve just been to your favorite place, or you’ve just spent time with 

your favorite people? Do you quietly say, “Yes, that was good.” Or do you say, “YES, 

THAT WAS GOOD!” THAT’S how God saw creation, full of joy and laughter. And that’s 

how God sees creation now, that’s how God sees you today, and every day. God sees 

you and me, and with a mouth full of cosmic laughter, God says, “Look at that! Now 

that is good!” 

 

God’s river of life is flowing into us, flowing through us, and flowing out of us. In the 

middle of a coronavirus pandemic, the river of God is flowing into us, flowing through 

us, and flowing out of us. In the middle of civil unrest after the death of our brother 

George Floyd, the river of God is flowing into us, flowing through us, and flowing out of 

us. In the middle of everything going on in our lives, the river of God is flowing into us, 

flowing through us, and flowing out of us. It’s the river of God that sets our feet a-

dancing, it’s the river of God that fills our hearts with cheer, it’s the river of God that 

fills our mouths with laughter, so we rejoice, because the river is here.  

Amen. 

 


