
 

 

 

Wednesday, April 29, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Galatians 5, LOVE 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty, and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

As I mentioned earlier, our God is empowering us with gifts of the Spirit of Life. You 

know: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-

Control. Tonight, we're going to look at the very first gift. It’s the gift of love. 

I'm not actually sure where to begin. What can we say about the importance of love — 

it’s obvious! And yet, even the most obvious gifts can be overlooked at times, 

especially at times like these, when the road is long, and the road is hard. So here, if 

you need a simple reminder of what love is all about, here’s one way of looking at it. 

Love, L, O, V, E, is about “L”, LISTENING. It sounds simple, but at times like these, when 

there’s some extra stress, it’s tempting to want to talk, a lot, to have all the answers 

and share those answers. But love is not so much about talking as it is about listening. 

It’s about listening to the stories, to the pain, to the heartache of those around you, 

and in listening, bringing relief and hope and joy, lightening the burden. Love is about 

listening. 

 

And love, L, O, V, E, is also about “O”, being OPEN. At times like these, where there’s 

some extra stress it’s tempting to want to hunker down, tense up, be rigid. But this is 



not a time to hunker down — we’re on a journey, we’ve got to keep moving. And the 

best way to keep moving is by being open to what lies before you. We open our eyes 

and ears, we open or hearts and minds, and the path before us becomes easier to find. 

And love, L, O, V, E, is also about “V”, VALUING what’s right in front of you. Valuing the 

people who are close to you... the people who are distant from you... The people you 

agree with... The people you don’t agree with... Everything that’s unfolding before you 

has value, either in a helpful way or an unhelpful way. But either way, we learn, we 

grow, we move ahead, because we value every single thing along the way. 

 

Finally, Love, L, O, V, E, is about “E”. No, "E" does not stand for excitement, but for 

ENDURANCE. You know, simply moving ahead, slowly, steadily, in the right direction. 

There’s an old proverb that says, “If you want to travel fast, travel alone. But if you 

want to travel far, travel together.” We want to travel together, right? So we’ll endure, 

together, slowly, steadily, one day at a time. 

 

The first and most important gift of the Spirit of God is Love, L, O, V, E. It’s not a feeling 

we have, it’s a decision we make every day to act with love toward those around us. 

We LISTEN to each other, we’re OPEN to new things, we VALUE what’s around us, and 

we ENDURE together. It just makes the journey easier. It makes our camping together 

even fun.  

Amen. 

 

 


