
 

 

 

Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 
Pastor Jeffrey M. Engholm’s Message 

 

Palm Sunday 

 

Grace and peace to you from God Almighty, the One who calls us to Faithful Living and 

Changing Lives. Amen. 

 

Yes, we’re still talking about Faithful Living, and today, we’re talking especially about 

Changing Lives. Because our lives are changing. Right now. In huge, dramatic ways. 

Remember when we used to go out to eat in restaurants? Remember when we used to 

gather together with our friends, lots of them, all together? Remember when we used 

to greet people with a simple handshake? If you try to shake someone’s hand now they 

run the other way! (Not that you should be shaking hands right now — please don’t!) 

In fact, that's why we’re making this little joke about waving our HANDS on PALM 

Sunday. Yes, I know it’s a really bad joke, but during this time when we’re washing our 

hands, not shaking anybody's hands, not touching anything with our hands, it just 

seemed kind of funny to me that we’re thinking so much about the PALMS of our 

hands on PALM Sunday. So I figured, in the face of all the things that we CAN’T do with 

our hands, today there is one thing that we CAN do with our hands: We can turn the 

PALMS of our hands into the PALMS that we wave on PALM SUNDAY, welcoming Jesus 

into Jerusalem, welcoming Jesus into this craziness that is now our lives.  

 



And how do we welcome Jesus into this crazy time in our lives? We welcome Jesus 

with open hands, with open minds, with open hearts. Because Jesus IS coming into our 

lives, just like he did on that first Palm Sunday 2,000 years ago. Now, back on that first 

Palm Sunday, the people were so happy to see him that they dropped everything they 

were doing to show him the way. “HOSANNA!” they shouted, “HOSANNA!” We usually 

think of that as a shout of praise. But that’s not exactly what it means. The word, 

"Hosanna", actually means, “Save us!” or "Rescue us!" They were shouting "Rescue us, 

Jesus," on that first Palm Sunday. It wasn't so much a shout of PRAISE as a cry of 

DESPERATION. You see, in that time, life was hard. People were afraid. A foreign army 

had come in to occupy their land and they had little control over their lives. And so 

they were waiting for something, anything, to come and save them. 

 

Sound familiar? Doesn’t life seem hard right now? And aren’t many of us afraid? And 

doesn’t it feel like a foreign army has come in to occupy our land, a strange foreign 

force right here in our midst, leaving us with so little control over our lives? And so 

we're waiting for something, anything, to come and save us. The good news is, Jesus IS 

coming into our lives to save us. The bad news is, saving us probably doesn’t look like 

what we want it to. It's not quick. It's not easy. There's still a long road ahead. When 

Jesus said that to the people 2,000 years ago, you know how that story ends. The 

shouts of HOSANNA on Palm Sunday turn to shouts of CRUCIFY HIM by Friday, and 

Jesus died a lonely death on a lonely cross on that lonely day. 

 

But wait. After the good news of Jesus coming to bring new life, after the bad news of 

Jesus dying and not bringing new life, there’s more good news. Jesus rose from the 

grave to keep on bringing new life! It truly was a new thing that Jesus was doing. 



There’s a great line in this gospel story that says that Jesus rode into town on a colt 

that had never been ridden. A colt that’s never been ridden. What’s the big deal about 

Jesus riding on a colt that’s never been ridden? It's symbolic. Jesus is about to do a new 

thing. He’s riding into town on a colt that’s never been ridden to show us that he is 

about to do a thing that’s never been done. He’s about to show the love of God in a 

way that’s never been done. He's about to bring life and hope and peace in a way 

that's never been done. And it's so powerful that not even death is going to stop it.  

The story of Palm Sunday is the story of Jesus, doing a new thing, back then in 

Jerusalem, and here now, with us today.  Yes, God is going to save us in this time. Yes, 

God is going to rescue us in this time. Yes, God is going to help us through this time. 

But that help probably won't look exactly like we want, which means we might be 

disappointed in how that help comes. In this time, just like back then, God will rescue 

God's people, but in a new way, a way that will be unpredictable, unexpected, and 

surprising.  

 

Believe it or not, the good news for us is that God is with us now, saving us now, 

rescuing us now. In spite of the twists and turns, God is leading us on to a new day. 

And on that day, we are going to go out to eat in a real restaurant. On that day, we are 

going to get together with our friends. On that day, we are going to reach out to shake 

someone's hand, and they will not run away. But until then, simply remember this: 

God has come into our lives, into our chaos, into our fear, and God is going to bring us 

through it all.  

 

Amen. 

 


